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Matilda eſcapes fred the habitation of 
Mrs. Holmes. 


T was ſearce day-li ght when Ma- 
ry ſet off to her friend; ſhe de- 
ſired Matilda in the mean time not 


to let the girl, or any one into the 


chamber, till ſhe came back, _ 1 
ſhould be miſſed. 


Vor. II. B : Mary 
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Mary ſoon returned, and to the 
great joy of Matilda, told her that 
the young woman would meet her 
at fix o'clock in the evening in the 
lane at the ſide of their houſe, and 
would conduct her to a place of ſafety. 
„ will contrive—ſfaid ſhe to come 

and ſee you every other evening, or 

 oftnerif I can, without giving them 

cauſe to ſuſpect that J am privy to 
your eſcape. - vo - 


„ Alas !-—faid, Matilda my dear 

girl, 1 fear it will never be in my 
power to reward you for your kind- 
neſs, but I ſhall ever hold you as 

my deareſt fiiend. and. carefully trea- 

| ſure. in my boſom the obligations 
| you have heaped upon me, that 1 


may acquit myſelf of them if „ 
| ſhould ever be in my powet. 


(7) 


If you will favour me with 
your friendſhip and eſteem—replied 
Mary! ſhall be happy; for T don't 
know any body, except Mr. Jaſon, 
IJ have fo great an affection for as 
vou, and if I can affiſt you in any 
correſpondence with Mr. Edward, 
I will do it with pleaſure, and I dare 
ſay in a little time things will take 
a: favourable turn, and you will ſee 
aendiof n ame“ Ar 


* In the ed of the iy you 
muſt pack up what clothes you have 
in as ſmalla parcel as poſſible, and 
get . yourſelf ready by ſix o'clock, 
.when you can pretend to take a walk 
in the garden, and from thence may 
contrive your eſcape very well, but 
during the day you muſt appear 
cheerful tor fear-my. mother; ſhould 
82 ſuſpecꝭ 
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ſuſpect that you over. heard her diſ⸗ 
pr with Erneſt. PEO 


| Matilda | et the hypocrite tole- 
rably well, notwithſtanding many 
horrid fears and apprehenſions invad= + 
ed her boſom, and frequently agi- 
tated _ frame, 


She ſet down to work as uſual, 
when Mrs. Holmes, with diſſimu- 
| lating voice and countenance, en- 4 
quired if ſhe had heard any more of A 
Mr. Harvey? '**'la!—ſhe' cried, in + 


her vulgar manner I am ſure he is "2 
a very handſome, comely gentleman f 
as ever I ſaw, and I cannot think 4 
what you diflike him for? But | | 


young folks are apt to be difficult, 
and often, like children, quarrel 
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Nlatilda could ſcarce contain her | 
ſentiments on this ſubject, but Mary 
perceiving reſentment kindling in 
her eye, quieted her by ſigus as well 
as ſhe could, leſt in her anger the 
might.inadvertertly betray herſelf. - 

The time was now nearly arrived 
for Matilda's departure, Mrs. Holmes 
went out to pay a viſit to one of her 
neighbours, which gave our heroine 
a fair opportunity of leaving the 
houſe without moleſtation. 


_ - She took an affetionate leave of 
Mary, and requeſted if the ſaw Ed- 
ward, ſhe would inform him. of his 
brother's attempt, but not to ac- 
quaint him where ſhe was at preſent 
gone; My dear friend —ſaid Ma- 
tilda—let me: fee you to-morrow, I 
baiorbb: B 3¹ entreat 


3 
n 


(25) 


entreat you, that 1 may know the 
workt, P.. . 


Mary affured her he wodt be 
at Mrs. Lake' s, the name of the lady 


where Mary's friend lived, the next 


day. 


Then taking a tender adieu, in 
which'they both of them ſhed tears, 
they parted: Matilda in ſearch of an 


aſylum to protect her from the 


wicked machinations of Erneſt, and 


Mary to pacify her mother, when 
 Fhe ſhould find the bird flown, and 


air. 

| Matilda proceeding to the bottom 
of the lane, ſaw a chaiſe ſtop, and 
a; decent young woman alighting 
from it: The ſtranger addreſſed 


Mati.d3 


...t. nee In ðͤ — — 


her golden expectations diſperſed in 


( 0 J | 


Matilda very politely, and ſaid that 
having acquainted her miſtreſs of the 
particulars of her unpleaſant ſitua- 


tion, ſhe immediately defired her to 


bring the chaiſe, that the young lady 
might not be fatigued, or inſulted, 


| by the way. 


Matilda expreſſed her ſenſe of the 
obligation conferred on her by her 
miſtreſs, as well as for the kindneſs 


ſhe expreſſed for her. 


They drove through a number of 
intricate bye-lanes, which length- 


ened their journey more than twWo 
miles; a precaution they took to 
avoid being met by any that might 


give intelligence ot them: as Matilda 
was apprehenſive that Erneſt would 


be be ber in his 3 of 
her, 


| After 


( 12 J | 


Aſter a circuitous ride of, about 
two hours, they arrived at home; 
Mr. and Mrs. Lake ſtood at the gar- 
den- gate ready to receive Matilda, 
which they did with the utmoſt kind- 
nets aud hoſpitality, their kind recep- 
tion gave her infinite ſurpriſe, inter- 
mingled with no ſmall portion of ſa- 
Satin, as ſhe did not expect to be N 
treated ſo politely W 4 


She made a graceful 3 for 
intruding herſelf into their family, 
and giving: them ſo much trouble, 
but that ſhe hoped: while ſhe was 
there, that the exertion. of - thoſe 
little- abilities ſhe was miſtreſs of, 
would prevent her from becoming 
* an cee rr N y: n 
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Mrs. Lake togk her by: the hand, 
a with a ſmile of the moſt encou- 
- 297 A raging 


(13) 


raging affability, ſaid, make no apo- 
logy, my dear, your unmeritted ſuf- 
ferings, and unhappy ſituation, are | 
fallicient recommendations to our 

eſteem, but your charming appear= 
ance beſpeak you poſſeſſed of ſo ma- 

ny other claims to our friendſhip, 

that we think the — confer- 
red on us. : 


Mr. Lake begged ſhe would make 

| herſelf welcome, and led her into 
an elegant parlour, where he ordered 

the ſervant: to bring ſome refreſh- 


ment, which ſhe, thanked thetn for, 
but n mn 2015 


(14) 
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Marys 'vifit to. Matilda, 
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TME next morning according to 
ber promiſe, Mary. went to 
Mrs. Lake's—ſhe acquainted Matilda 
with what happened at home after 
that herflight was diſcovered, and the 
anger of her mother on the occaſion, 
who charged her with being con- 
cerned in her going off. 


W * 
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„She ſqid ſhe was convinced that 
it was a plan contrived; but that 
ſhe would find you out, if you was 


above ground; indeed, her rage and 


Ul humour laſted all day.“ 


At night when Mr. Harvey came 


to fetch you, and heard you were 


gone, he was in a terrible paſſion, 
and vowed vengeance on my mother; 


as he left us, ſwearing that if he 


once more got you into his power, . 


be would take care you owes not 
eſcape ſo eaſily.” * 


1 6 Early 1058 morning a ſervant came 


from lady Harvey, who gave you a 8 
ſhocking character, and faid you had 


tried to ſeduce his youn g maſter, but 
that his miſtreſs was ſo good a lady, 
| The wiſhed to reclaim you, and ſave 
you from perdition.” 


* 1 
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„The man's. ſpeaking ſo ill of 
ed exaſperated me ſo much, that 
J could not help abuſing him, and 
telling him that it was all envy and 
malice, and that he ought to be ſent 
to priſon for taking away the young 
lady's character. My mother ſcold- 
ed me well when he was gone, for in- 


rermedling with what I had r no buſi- 


neſs.” 
4 1 hope, Miſs, that your troubles 


are now all over; Mrs. Lake is a ve- 
ry good lady, and has had her ſhare 


of ſorrows herſelf—ſhe has had ſe- 


vere and heavy misfortunes; her's is 


a very melancholy ſtory; I heard it 
from Sukey, her own maid, and 
will tell it ow if ty wiſh to 
hear! OO 


Matilda 


( 47 


Matilda ſignified that it would 
hey: her. 


<c 'You EE know theo, Miſs,— 
aid Mary, at the ſame time looking 
round her to ſee if the door was 
ſhut you muſt know, as I was fay- 
ing before Mrs. Lake was married, 
the and her ſiſter lived with their 
father, their mother having died 
before they were grown up. Their 
father being a very gay man, uſed to 
have balls wk what do you call thoſe 
tables, where they play at cards ?—1 
underſtand you—interrupted Matil- 
da—you mean gaming tables: or 
perhaps he gave routs—aye, that 
was it—cried Mary—he uſed to have 
routs, and a great number of Lord; 
and great people came to them. 


i 


Vor. II. 7 > Amongſt | 


/ 


(18) 
u ot ein was one Lord Eſt, 


a very handſome young mbRmaf, 


Vvho fell deſperately in love with Miſs 
Fanny, and ſhe with him, ſo what 
did they do but went to church and 


were married: as my lord was going 
on his travels, and I ſuppoſe was 
afraid ſome other lord might get 
Miſs Fanny the while; for Sukey 
fays ſhe was a beautiful young lady, 
and very good natured,—ſhe was re- 
markable fond. of Sukey, and intruſt- 
ed her with the ſecret. . 


Before his lordſhip went abroad, 
Sukey uſed to let him in ſecretly to ſee 
her young miſtreſs; and he had not 
been gone from her long, when ſhe 

was fafely delivered of a beautiful 
boy.“ 3 1 a | | | = 


* [Tow 


(.19) 

How to act; about the child, 

ſhe. Was utterly at a loſs; at laſt, 

it .was determined that they ſhould 
dreſs him very plain, and put him 
into a baſket, which ſhould be left 
at the door of her father's houſe; 
in hopes that as he was very fond of 
children, he would take a liking 
to: the little ſtranger, and adopt it, 
then Miſs Fanny would have Edgar, 
for ſo be was named, after his lord - 
ſhip, ahways. with, her, without the 
fear of any diſcovery, of . which ſbe 
was very apprehenſive, in the abſence 


29 
of her lord.“ 1 on 2 
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« Accordingly . laid a 
3 at the der, when ſhe knew. 


* 4 @ 6 4 „ a+ + 


his grandfathgr would ſee him: as he 


was going gut 5. ppfiL awſt tell ou, 
Wäg, that: before, his lordſhip wear 


abrogd, he gave Miſs Fanny a locket 
2 with 


| 
' 
| 


with his name engraved on it, which 
ſhe tied round Edgar's neck, and in 
the hurry they were in they forgot 
to take it off, as his little N 
hid 3 


<« The old ane Miſs Fan- 
ny's father, upon finding the child 
ſoon eſpied the locket, and finding 
Lord Eſt wrote on it, was very 
much enraged, declaring he would 
ſend the infant to the Earl, his lord. 
ſhip's father,” WE 


«© Miſs es or if 700 us 


ker Ladyſhip, afraid of loſing Edgar, 
fell at her father's feet, and owned 
the child. He raved at her, and 


vowed he would ſend the child away, 
upon Mrs „Lale s interceſſion, 


but u 
he n wind, and her lady< 
hip 


(24) 


ſhip. lived ſome time tolerabl ly. ww 
n little Lager. 4 1510 Fa 2 

ys: N 8 * * father 
came. into the room were ſhe was 
ſitting, and with a ſtern and ſavage 
countenance took the child from 
her, ſWeariug ſhe ſhould never have 
it again, unleſs ſhe would conſent to 
marry Mr. Ward, an old gentleman 
who had wooed her FP time: he 
Was Very: rich, and had lent Miſs. 
Fanny's father a large ſum of money 
on condition that he would let him 
have his ae 

The Hand indy. bo herſelf at — 
feet, and begged that he would have; 
mercy on her child; for that he: 
could not help his parent's faults. 


1 7 2 0 ; at * 2 > 
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Do not tell me—cried the cruel 
old gentleman —if you dont marry: 
Mr. Ward, you ſhall never ſee your 
boy again; and as for the youngſter 
that you have had this baſtard by 
he ſhall never ſee your face more, T 
will take care of that; fo do as you 
will, you ſhall marry Mr. Ward to- 
night; if not, you know the fate of 
your boy. I have told Mr. Ward 
there is a child i in the family, which 
| You have taken a great fancy to, aud 
he ſays he ſhall love 1. as Well 2 as 


yourſelf.“ 


She e . my 
Edgar, is no baſtard, my lord his fa- 
ther, is my huſband. Heavens for- 
bid my boy ſhould be called ſo by 
Any perſon but you; for 1 beheve I 
ſhould be the death of them!?! 


« Don't 


( 29) 


„ Don't tell me —replied the 
father you married this Lord with- 
out my conſent, therefore I have 
acquainted his father, and the mar- 
riage is diſſolved, ſo, remember your 
child n ar you do not conſent.“ 


The poor lady Gert habe" AY 

his command foener than loſe her 
boy; indeed Suſan ſays, ſhe be- 
lieves that her miſtreſs went mad; 
and knew not what. ſhe did; or that 
they gave her a medic for ſhe 
married this hateful old fellow, and 
when ever ſhe reffected on her fate, 

the was always threatened to have 
her child taken from her, ſo the told 
her ſorrows to no body but Sukey, 1 


who uſed to weep with her for whole 
1 e e 
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„ But now—ſays Mary—I am 
come to the moſt melancholy par t of 
the ſtory 3 and whenever 1 think of 
it, ĩt makes me ery ready to break my 
heart; however, I will try to finiſh 
it as welb as Ican. Matilda thanked 
her and told her ſhe was much in- 
tereſted in her relation, and en- 
eouraged her to proceed, my lord 
continued ſhe ſobbing and wiping: 
her eyes on hearing of, Fanny's 
eruelty, asiit was nn * Nn. 
he loſt higifenſes.” 


387 * 511 21 Bio Il: T7; Tx _ ö 
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He went flirectly to Mr, Ward's | 


beat, this very houſe we are now in, 


this very room too; for I was ith it 


anleger in d ting ar 9 
« But what was it be 1 


Matilda—interruptin g her.” 
Tr; 21 * «66 Why, 


(4) 


.& Why, he came to the room where 
his lady was ſitting for Sukey fob 
lowed him.“ 


* * . 
#7 7 44A 


«On entering the room, he haſtily 
caught her in his arms, \an@cried, 
oh, Fanny! Fanny l you have killed 
me ! then taking two piſtols from his 
pocket, he ſhot the poor lady, and 

then himſelf.— ſuch a dreadful fight, 
Sukey ſays, ſhe thought * never 

cout N N pen ichn 

Line Bager Was entruſtöd bn her: 
Een and tis now grown up a fine 
young gentleman, and he does not 
know but Mr. Lake is his father, for 
they are very kind to him, and wiſh. 
him never to know the unhappy fate 
of his parents. Mr. Ward died ſoon 
* —. feats lady, af W 
a9 A b. lo and 
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and her cruel father e 
and basingt wee Vbel aid 


1 188880 
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Here their . was ee 
ruptediby the preſence of Mrs, Lake. 
She eupreffed her pleaſure at finding 


Mary 10 good a girl; the ſaid to pro- 
tect virtue Was the duty of all, and. 
thoſe WHO fulfilled that duty; Were; 


1 toſbe rewärdell. ts! ad gd: 
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Your friend, ſaid; ſhe; addteſſing 


herſelf to Mary—has already gained 
my affection, and of which I. am 


furs the; vill. not Pore uhveorhr 
Ge white; am extremely 
forry that T ſliall be obliged todeave 


her ſo ſoom, but Mr. Lake and my- 
ſelf are gbing / ta! Wales. Durhig 
our abſonce Dill laaue Matilda to 

che care of Lady Harvey, ſhe is an 
| excellent 


(27) 


excellent woman and ul! be proud 
of fuch a 3 | 

Matilda was ſtruck with aſtonift 
ment at the name of Lady Harvey. 
but could not take the liberty of ex- 
poſtulating on the diſagreeableneſs of 
the propoſal. She thanked Mrs. 
Lake for her kinduefs and withing 
| her a good evening , took her leave. 


Matilda Whowes me out of the 
room under the pretence of ſeeing 
her to the gate. They were no 
ſooner out of hearing than Mary 
broke filence, aud ene O, Miſs! 

what will become of you now? If 
you ſtay here till the family go to 
Wales; you will then be ſent back 
to Lady Harvey's, what I can do 
for vou now, 1 am ſure T'tannot tell. 


Matilda 


(28) 


„ Matilda threw , her arms round 
Mary, and weeping, faid—O thou 
dear girl! take me away with you; 
for eng. but miſery awaits me 
here. Alas! Mary anſwered that 
is impoffible, I muſt leave you to 


| God' s protection, I have no friend to 


confide in but Sukey; we muſt adviſe 
with her, but 1 certainly think the 
moſt t prudent thing you can do is to 
remain here; very probably ſome un- 
foreſeen occurrence may happen in 
Your favour, or they may take You 
to Wales with them. 


| | Matilda reclining. her..wretched 
head on Mary's boſom, while the 
tears flowed from her ever ſtreaming 
£yes—alas!—ſaid | ſhe wherever 1 
wander freſh, woes accompauy my 
ſteps. Oh Mary, thou kind girl. 
if 


(.29 ) 


H ever you ſhould deſert me, 1 ſhall 
be forlorne indeed. 


„Never doubt my friendſhip— 
ſhe replied—but do not deſpair; T 
hope you will be happy yet, but it 
grows late and I muſt depart; but 
belive me I ſhare your ſotrows, and 
what a poor girl like me can do, 
ſhall be done, if poſſible, to reſcue 
you from your perſecutors. 


She then left her, and Matilda 
penſively followed a few paces, but 
the was ſoon out of ſight, and the was 
returning to the houſe, but turning 
her head and looking down the avenue, 
W ho ſhould ſhe ſee approach * 855 
but Erneſt Harvey. | 


„ to what à ſituation x was 
' this unhappy fair reduced, Het 
Vor. II. * feelings 
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feelings were wounded beyond the 
power of dition to deſcribe ; the fell 


almoſt dead with grief and terror at his 


feet. The garden being very ex- 


tenſive and the number of trees that 
ſurrounded the houſe prevented their 
being ſeen. 


- 


his cruelty, thought it beſt to im- 
pore his mercy. 


Ob, Matilda !—faid Erneſt had 
you always been thus kind to me, 
how many diſtracting pangs had it 
ſpared. He then took her in his 
arms, oh my angel! continued he, 


embracing hee——wil you forgive the 


miſeries you have ſuffered through 
my cruelty ; but it was love that ſet 
my brains a madding, and love muſt 
plead * cauſe. 


, 


«Vir 


* 


5 Matilda finding her car expoſed 1 to 


1 


( 31 ) 


- *46-Six—replied Matilda—yow have 
certainly been the cauſe. of all 
my woes fince J left my father's 
houſe; though you knew Iwas turn- 
ed out a 9 expoſed to every 
danger; and what is moſt unpar- 
donable, laid crimes to my charge 
that I was wholly innocent: of. But 
I am willing to forget, it all; be now 
my friend, "Ind time may reconcile 
me to you, grant me but oue re- 
queſt. 


Here he threw himſelf at her feet, 
and. with tears in his eyes exclaimed, 
O, thou too lovely girl ! why treat 
me with ſuch mortifying reſerve 7 


s it poſſible I can refute ”_ _ 


TY 8 
60 Then Sie, yy Matilda—con 
ceal from Mrs. Lake that-you know. 


— 


A D < me, 


(32) 


me, and what has before happened; 
for ſhould ſhe become acquainted 
with my ſtory I ſhould inſtantly be 
ſent to your cruel mother. 


He promiſed her that he: would 
be as ſilent as the grave on all former 
eircumſtances, and appear an entire: 


ſtranger to her. 


. She then begged leave to return, 
as Mrs. Lake would be diſpleaſed at, 
her ſtaying. ſo long, he complied 
with her deſire, aid Cools after fol- 
lowed her into the houſe. In this: 
unexpected viſit a great many com- 
pliments paſſed between. him and: 
Mrs. Lake; he treated Matilda with 
all the politeneſs of a ſtranger, which: 
made her eaſy, and enabled her to 
make part of the company with to- 
lerable compoſure, 

Mr, 


* 


(a3) 


Mr. Lake now came in, aud after 

welcoming his new gueſts. faid he 

1 had juſt beerr to Lady Harvey's, who 

»F would honour' them with her come 

s pany to dinner the next day; this was 

fad news for Matilda as ſhe had: fo 

| ſhort a time ta ſearch for à new as 

bode, it being impoſſible for her to 

4 remain where ſhe was, without be- 

3 mg diſcovered by her Ladyſhip, and 

RY to be again under her n pn 
was her worſt fear. 


She once thought of flying to Ed- 
ward for protection, but the: remem- 
bered how improper it would appear 
in. the eyes of the world; who would 
not fail to blacken her character with 
their füſpicions, however ſpotleſs 
and pure her actions, and id 
plus. ge herſelf into to deeper. miſerx. 22 


* 9 n „. 
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(34) 
Mrs. Lake ſeemed compaſſionate 
and kind; Matilda therefore deter- 
mined to hazard being overſeen by 
Lady Harvey, and in the event of her 
being recogniſed by that lady; to im- 
plore Mrs. Lake's protection, and 


reveal to her the cauſe of all her ſuf= 
ferings. 


The next morning as Matilda was 
ſitting at work with Mrs. Lake, ſhe 
took the opportunity to unboſom 
herſelf to her, and craved her aſſiſ- 
tance. She addreſſed her in ſo pleaſ- 
in a manner, and told her unfortunate 
ſtory ſo artleſly, expreſſing her pain 
at giving her ſo much trouble, and 
throwing herſelf on her knees, beg- 
ed her protection ſo movingly, that 
Mrs. Lake could not withſtand her 
ſolicitation. 


Matilda 


( 35 ) 
Matilda's modeſt look and engags 


ing manner would have infuſed pity 
into the breaſt of a ſavage. 


Mrs. Lake charmed with her in- 
nocence, and hearing the ſorrows 
which the had experienced, claſped 
her in her arms, and' with a cordial. 
and encouraging embrace, faid— 
5 While I live you ſhall-never want 
a friend.“ 


Matilda in her narrative informed 
her how ſhe came to incur the diſ- 
pleaſure of her ladyſhip. The crimes 
that were laid to her charge of which 
ſhe was totally innqgent; the ſorrows 
the underwent in 
cauſe of her being th 


Mrs. Lake ant Ki her 
melancholy tale; — expreſſed her ſur- 
priſe 


(35 ) 


priſe, and faid ſhe could not have 
thought Lady Harvey would have 
liſtened to a young man ſhe knew | 
was ſo abandoned and cruel ; for that 2 
his character was well known. | | 


BEES : — * 
Matilda begged Mrs. Lake would 
eontrive that fhe ſhould not be ſeen 
by Lady Harvey, asit would give her 
pain to be iu company with a perſon 
who had been ſo cruel to her. | 


Mrs. Lake agreed with her deſire, 
but as Lady Harvey and ſhe had al- 
ways been on good terms, ſhe did not 
wiſn to offend her. My dear Matil- 
1 21 am now going 
ef the taſk of a 
mother, and — ve you advice, Which 
1 hope your good ſenſe and diſcre- 
tion will induce you to follow. 


- . 


"> 
- 
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Sil | Erneſt 


(37) 

"Erneſt, it is true, is an idle, and Bas 
been a thoughtleſs, licentious youth; 
it is not the firſt time I have heard 
of his cruelty, but you muſt recol= 
lect my dear, you have neither for- 
tune nor friends, except myſelf; 
therefore you muſt endeavour to 
conform to a ſituation in life, which 
may at firſt appear diſagreeable. It 
very frequently happens that a re- 
formed rake makes a good huſband; 
I therefore think if he would pay his 
addreſſes to you on honourable terms, 
which I think- be intends doing, it 
will be a very happy circumilance 
for you. 


„Alas! —exclaimed Matilda—how 
is it poſſible I can ever regard him 
as a huſband, who has treated me in 
ſo cruel a manner.“ 


—_ = 
p = * * 
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But my dear—rephed Mrs. Lake 
—ifherepents, you muſt forgive him: 
he has a very large fortune; and can 
marry whom he pleaſes. I but this 
morning heard him ſay, he would 
never marry for intereſt, and at the 
ſame time hiuted the good opinion 
he entertained of Y. Therefore, 
yo are eircumſtanced, it is my 
opinion. and advice that you ſhould 
be: reconciled to him, Which though 
it may be unpleaſant to your feelings 
at firſt, it will ſoon wear off; for 
time reconeiles us to all things, there- 
fure forget the unkind treatment you 
have met with from him, and let 
love plead his excuſe; it is impoſſi- 
ble his pet ſon can be di ſagreeable to 
you, or any one; for he is eſteemed: 
the Adonis of the country, and is in 
the very prime of nh... 


W | My 


* 
x og 
( | ) 
| 39 | | 


| My deat—tontinued ſhe—I Us 
not wiſh to implant an affeQion 
for him in your boſom, I only give 
you the advice of a friend; were Þ 
in your fituatioa, I think theſe argu- 
ments would plead ftronely in his 
favour do not think he is a fa- 
vourite of mine—he is far from it; 
I only thus adviſe you, becauſe I 
think your acquieſſcence wall tend 
<5 your happineſs.” 2. 5142 BB 03 


.* 7p - 


Lady Harvey then arial oy 
Matilda retired to her own room, re- 
flecting on the converſation of Mrs. 
Lake; "ker affections were already 
ſecured by him, who ſeemed to re- 
turn them with ardour, and who ww 
peared Pay enen anon ge 

Ema was a very Hfcrentcharack 
ter from his brother, he was proud, 


9 ſuperſtitious 


1 
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| {yperſtitious and cruel. but Edward 


was affable, gallant and polite to all 
who knew him; when ſhe; compar- 
ed theſe brothers what. a dif- 
ferent light did the latter appear in. 
While he was thus meditating ſheſaw 
her young friend, Mary, coming 
down the avenue to the houſe; what 
pleaſure did it give her to ſee that 
amiable girl, the only friend ſhe had 
to make the confidant of her ſor- 
rows. i 


Mary no ſooner entered the room 
then Matilda flew into her arms, and 
cried, **Oh thou kind girl! what 
did I ſuffer when you left me laſt? 
She then told her the circum- 
ſtances concerning Erneſt ; alſo Mrs. 
Lake's advice, and that Lady Har- 
vey. was then in the houſe, 


50 


cow . 


( 41 ) 

Mary expreſſed her concern, but 
—faid ſhe—I- bring you, ſome good 
tidings of your Edward. As I was, 
returning home laſt night, met 
him going to our houſe; as ſoon as. 
he ſaw me he appeared overjoyed, 
and eagerly enquired, after your 
health. I informed him the reaſon 
you left us, but {aid I knew nothing 
of you. He ſeemed very much ſur- 
prized and hurt; and upbraided youof 
treating him with cruelty, and ſeems 
ed ſo deaply affected and heart bro- 
ken, that I ſaid if he withed. to write 
or ſend. any meſſage, I believed you 
might be found; This intelligence 
ſeemed greatly to relieve him, and 
he begged I would, call to-day: with 


this,” giving Matilda a letter, which 


ſhe eagerly 2 and read as ol 


8 Deareſt 


V 1 


(42) 

Deareſt Matilda, = 
When reflect on the mis- 

« fortunes you ſufferon my account, 
« it ſtrongly pleads as an excuſe for 


„ your abrupt departure; but why 
% ſhould you make him a ſtranger to 


« yourſufferings whotorfidersdll the | 
* miſeries you endure 2s his own ? 


“Is there a circumſtance on earth 
e which can heighten my agonies 
* when I hear of any misfortunes 
ee that hath befallen you ?—only one, 
ce and with that T am curſed; it is 
i the dreadful conſideration that 1 
«© am the wretched cauſe, but I will 
hazard my mother's diſpleaſure, 
* the loſs of friends and fortune to 
* make you happy; for why ſhould 
our l deſtiny prevent our be- 
6 ing fo,” * ; 


„Then 


(439 


_ «Then fly my lovely angel to 
< thoſe. arms which are ever open 
to receive and protect you, and to 
„ which you are more welcome 
„ without riches than if bleſt with 
A ſplendid fortune—believe me I 
« love you better than myſelf, and 
that my great and principal aim is 
." your happineſs. 7 5 
In- a. month my vacation will 
4 commence, till that time, inſtead 
© of being under obligations to ſtran- 
ä « gers, come to me and [ will have 
+: you concealed with a pair of my 
*© acquamtance who will regard you 
* as their own daughter, till I leave 
Cambridge, when under the pre- 
tence of viſiting ſome of my friends 
in town, we will fly to Scotland, 
„ where we will be united for i ever. 


3: 6c When 


(44) 


9 „When 1 8 the treat- 
ment you have met with from 
« my family, how can I hope for 
91 ſuch a bleſſing as your C0! aſent, 
* but pity never leaves the gentle 
2 breaſt, therefore will never be 
« wanting in Matilda's—why ſhould 
41 luke for the faults of my rela- 
9 tions! ? 


{+ ! 


Oh what a pany would it be, 
wg have you tqrn from me and 
„become the bride of another—1 
% cannot bear the thought—you | 
« muſt—you ſhall be mine—excuſe 
% my frenzy, dear Matilda! but the 
e thought of loſing the object of my 
yg affections drives me to deſpair. | 

How. dien as pint dreams 
«ill my forrows? how often do 1 
ys r the —_— reſemblance of 
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(45) 
your beauteous ſelf; but when I 
« awake, how miſerably am I diſap- 
« pointed to find it but a dream. 
But let me, my deareſt angel. con- 
jure you to take into your conſi- 
* deration, the happineſs you, may 
© experience, protected in the arms 
«-of a huſband, which, contraſted 
« with your preſent unprotected, 
„ forlorn and dependent ſituation, | 
will convince, you. that the ſure 
% road to happineſs, will be in be- 
2. + towing your hand on 
.; Yar devoted... _ 
— 66 © Edward Harvey,” 


What could our „ one think ? 
could the. ſuppoſe that her Edward 
would deceive her? Oh no '—ſhe 
cried—his very. words are truth, and 
ſpeak comfort to my ſinking heart— 


to think him capable of deception i is 
E 3” © *- wn 


— 
4 ki 


(46) 
| wicked; it is charging the innocent 
with c crimes. | anon as | 


i 1 . 
* XI. we -_ . 3. 


1 „ Maty'! W et — 
What a noble heart muſt this youth 
polleſy, to ſee me without friends, 
or fortune, abandoned and forlorn, 


and For to make me 4 Lad od an 
offer.” — 


10 


4 
Po. 


* Conſent " he Ms-Oh, with 
what pleaſure ſhall I join my fate 
with his! fot in his arms do peace 
nd comfort Walt or Matilda.” 
But whither am 1 wandering ? 
or what am T ſaying? Ts he not the 
aarling. ſon of an ambitious parent, 
whoſe happineſs conſiſts in the ag- 
grandiſement of her family? can T 
far a moment think die ſhe will 
conſent t to our wiſhes? will ſhe not 

| rather 


(047 


rather perſecute me with renewed 
hate!“ e 


Then why ſhould 1 ſuffer ſuck 
fair hopes to invade my breaſt, he is 


now happy in the affection of a pa- 


rent, and muſt I ſtep in between 
and deſtroy that happineſs? oh! no, 

it muſt not be ! my fate is decreed.. 

I am"doomed to lead the wretched. 
life I have ever done fince my mo- 
| ther's death. Oh! why do l call 
that back to remembrance ! oh, once 


happy days, how N art es, 
flown ws 


"4S 


1 3 in the Atreſ of. 


Matilda, and endeavoured to ſooth 
her ſorrows ; entreated- her not to de- 
ſpair, flattering her with the hopes 
that all would be well, for that the 
Was eettam ſhe would fall be happy; 


4 and 
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* that the. ſhould live to ſee her 
| a gr and lady. 


1 


Matilda hed often liſtened-to the 
8 of this tender-hearted girl. 
and many nights had her artleſs en- 
deavours drawn balmy ſleep on. her 
NEUE eye. lids. 


| 6 What can l 1 for—faid the 
no parent—no foend?. 


« Rut you have—replied n 


a lover, whom you may be happy 


with, and who will protect you 


from your enemies, and every other 


misfortune.” 


"3 uh But do vou not eee 
Matilda —by making me happy he 
will. render himſelf miſerable ; * oh 


heavens !, how. Ing have 1 indulged 


— > 


deluding 


2 


22 
3 


(49) 

delusing hope, but hence, away ! no 
more ſhall your illuſive in de- 
ceive Matilda; for if I harbour thee 
much longer, 1 ſhall be like the ſhip- 
wrecked mariner, who climbs the 
rugged rock for ſafety, and when he 
has almoſtgained the ſummit, and pre- 

ſervation appears within his graſp; 
Hope then preſents itſelf, beams in his 
eye, obliterates the danger, and impels. 
him to continue his exertions by the 
near proſpect of ſafety; dut alas! 
in the moment While he is thus in- 
dulging hope, the angry wave 
| ruthes forth with redoubled violence, 
indignant at being deprived of its. 


prey, and drags bim been to the i in- 
Hitiable deep.” en 


May Palle“ in ed 4 er to 
encourage the addreſſes of Edward; 
but Matilda refuſed, faying ſhe would 
ah wait 


60 


wait her deſtiny with patience. aud 
reſignation; ſhould ſhe be depri ved 

of one friend, ſhe believed that Being 

in whom ſhe ſhiould always place her 
truſt, would. e her with ano- 

ther. 


"os ta Mrs. Lake, me could con- 
fide her as: no friend; for had ſhe 
really had a concern for her ſhe ne- 
ver would have adviſed her to liſten to 


2 villain whom ſhe deteſted, Who 

| Big: treated her with ſuch barbarity, 

and whoſe character as an unprin- 

eipled libertine- ſhe was well ac- 
quainted with. 


e It is irapoſlible thi I _ ever 
regard. him as my huſband; we may 
forgive, and it is our duty, but while 
Ve retain our memory we cannot for- 
get. To keep Mrs. Lake my friend, 
Luſt, I fear, turn diflembler, which 
1s 


= By 
' = 
WE” - 4 -4 


(51) 


is the worſt of characters to the noble 
mind; but the trying ſituation Tam: 
i, will, I truſt, acquit me of any de- 
pravity of ſentiment in the minds of 
thoſe who are admirers of virtue. 


Mary hoped ſhe ſhould not offend 
her by preſuming to continue giving 
her advice; Matilda took her by the 
hand, and replied my dear girl, 
why ſuch form with me ? you knew: 
I thank everyone that will take the 
trouble of giving mie advice, and 
farely you, who have ſo effentially. 
ferved me, and whoſe friendſhip is 
ſo diſintereſted, and let me tell you, 
diſintereſted friendſhip is very rarely 
met with,* is is then poſſible I can 
deem _ advice from 7% 
offende ? FRED 
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(6052) 
d you are ſo kind as to think my- 
advice worth hearing, let me per- 
ſuade you do continue where you 
are; Mrs. Lake bears a very ex- 
cellent character, and I dare ſay will 
not endeavour to oblige you to do any 


thing that is unpleaſant. As to Mr; 


Harvey, reaſon with him, and'if you 
find it has not the proper effect you 
muſt diſfemble, the taſk is un- 


pleaſant T own, but to Protect our- 


ſelves from vice I think it is ex- 
cuſable; to de ſure a poor girl like 
me cannot be ſuch a friend as 1 
cb wilh, but any thing that lays 
in my power I ſhall be happy to 
bo to render 3 ſervice.” $1 


Matilda pee chat ber PR 
and friendſhip ſoothed her forrows, 
and ſoftened the rigour of her af- 


e 


= ve ** 1 fliction 


(53) 


flictions. . You are—continued ſhe— 
the * perſon ok. arc, except 
one. 

| 24 Ah . eee "7 t 
be aſhamed to mention who, for I 
think Tam ſure he 1s the handſomeſt 
young, gentleman I ever faw, and 
his letter proves his honorable inten- 
tions towards you 3 therefore, Miſs, 
neglect not his love, he is certainly 
deſtined to-make you happy, but I 
would not adviſe any lady to put 
herſelf under the protection of a 
gentleman, for there is no dependence 
on their ſex, but do not think 1 
hint at your loyer; for there ate few 


ſo honorable as hirn. 8 * wiſh h all 
were like him,” 


þ © 9 Matilda aw hs” tears trick. 8 


ling. down her checks, ſhe did not, 
Vor. . however, 


(64) 


however, enquire the medhing 50 
ſhe could partly gueſs the cafe, 


Oh cel Mary—yoyld every 
51 at. CEE. 
one was like him. * 


Matilda en deavdured to Uchte 
her by ſaying, ſurely there are many 
as honorable as Edward, and perhaps 
more ſo; Jam ſaid ſhe - not much 
acquainted with him to be ſure 
but all his ſex can tell fine tales to 
ſeduce our affections. | 


” „Ah! there are many indeed. 
rep] ied Mary—but they never fell in 


my way—but it is hard to love, and 
have that love diſdained. ah : 


3 


Matilda finding her too abſorbed in 
grief to liſten to reaſon, changed the 
LubjeRt, She begged her if ſhe met Ed- 
ward 


(35) 


| ward to inform him where ſhe was, 
and the diſagreeable tall the was Lia 
ws. to e 


"a 3 * by 5 
“ hope you will excuſe me if I 
remind you with what politeneſs 
and reſpect he treated you, therefore 
let me beg, as I know it will give 
him ſo wok pleaſure, that you wilÞ- 
write a note to him, and perhaps as 
I 89 home I may meet him. | 


Matilda thanks a: fair reminding 
her of the politeneſs due to him, 
m4 wrote the following letter. 
. Sid, | 

_< Your kind offer, and the many 
4e hazards you run on my account 
gives me more pain than my own 
4 misfortunes. Tthank you for giving 
e719 ©? F 2 dne 
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* me fuch kind advice, an heartily 
«< with it was in my power to ac- 
* cept it. Iam again unhappily, in 
the hands of your brother, who. 
«< ſeems to repent of his former con- 
« duct fo much, that the other day 
he offered me his hand and heart; 
but it is impoſſible that I could 
« liſten to his addreſſes, were my 

« affections not already beſtowed 
& on one who honors me with a 
return, —his unmanly and bar- 
« barous treatment can never be 
e obliterated from my memary. Lat 
te preſent perform the horrid taſk 
*© of diflembling with him, as I find 
« it the only way to ſecure myſelf” 
e from his perſecutions, and make 
15 elf comfortable in this aſylum. 


* 


1 - 138 Lbs Paw Io ought mo to re- 
is { ceive his addrefles, but ſhould 


; N cruel. 


w 
* * * 
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© cruel fortune prevent me having 
80 thoſe I love, I will continue fingle, 
* and as I regard your ene; let 
© meentreat you to take into conſi- 
« deration the many ills that will 
; attend our unhappy attachment, and 
: | ce think no more on the unfortunate 
: Matilda.“ 


3 After ſhe had wrote thefe lines ſhe 
= cave them to Mary, who promiſed to 
call again in a day or two, and beg- 
ged Matilda in thattime to make her- 
ſelf happy, as ſhe was ſure no harm 


could — to ber in Mrs. Lake's 8 
houſe; 


5 
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N /TARY now left Matilda to ru- 
minate on Edward's letter, 
and the misfortunes ſhe ſaw ap- 
proach her ; ſhe feared it would be 
i zmpoſſible to ſtay at Mrs. Lake's, as it 
would not be in her power long to 
practiſe diſſimulation—it was an art 
: | yo 


. 
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her c noble mind i diſdained—at was t 


vulgar trick ſhe ſcorned. She there- 
fore determined the next time Mrs. 
Lake gave her advice, or Erneſt in- 
troduced his hotrid paſſion no longer 
to diſſemble, but declare her rooted 


averſion to him, and if ſhe by ſo do- 


ing ſhould offend, truſt to providenee 
for a friend to protect her; but little 
ye ſhe imagine: feng trial was ſo. near. 


She ſet e emteſe Hoes 
when ſhe'heard ſome body rap at the 
door, and Erneſt immediately entered; 
the room. His ſudden appearance 


agitated her ſo much; that. ſhe did not 


know what anſwer to make him. 


157 Matilda ſid Riba Danis 


ed to conſider of my.unhappy fate. I 
dere a: ſincere repentance for» my 


244815 1 former 


128 \ - 1 
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former errors, and my preſent be- 
haviour will induce” you ts think 
FRAY of my" addreffes.” $194 


„Seele the. dine 
Marilds--evepricn is ſo mean and 
deſpicable that T cannot praSiſe it; 
then be not angry with me for tell- 
ing my real determination. Vou have 
in vain endeavoured to conquer me, 
but J am too open, too frank to de- 
oeive you: remember your former 
treatment to Matilda, atid then think” 
if it is poſſible the can regard you as 
à huſband.— Be a friend to a poor 
orphan, and as tuch I will ever eſteem 
vou to hold you in any other light 
is impoſhble—toil not, nor waſte 
your time upon Matilda; ſhe is not 
worth your care. If time hangs 
e W Maria Hodges 


5 claims 
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claims your reflection; go to her fad 
grave, and with the tears of penitence 
bedew her tomb. or 
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but her wonder was ſoon encreaſed ; 1 


for as ſhe was ſtanding at her wine 
dow ſhe heard: UL} os a piftol: 
which: alatmed her exceedingly, as 
ſhe: was no ſtranger to the deſpera- 
Ge. of bes dfoppointed lover.” Tye 
574 2 
i She inſtattly Wo — the: Shar al 
met Suken runiig and crying, Oh 
God }:what are we to do ?—is it your 
fault? — they all ſay it is. oh] how 
E am ſhocked was ever any thing 
ſo horrid ! yet he laoks ſo love 
Qh, how. could vou have the heart 
24 | ta. 


a * 
1 — 


to be ſo erydlivatile poor young 
_ genthe be has ſhot mas 15 


Matilda was * — an fur- 
priſe. and aſtorifhment, and ere ſhe 
could recover Lady Harvey entered 
the room, and N her LNG the 
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cauſedthe death of the nobleſt youth 
that e'er this cruel world: contained; 
cruel, indeed, to take away my boy, 
ny Ernaſt ſrom me! Oh heavens! 
have L. endured all the: anxious cares 
of a mother, and to have it come to 
this „ Diſtracion now ſeized her 


bau, and fie 1 rn ** * 
11627 ali all 20 L202 1 Io 
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Mr. Lake turniag to Matilda gave 
Bor 2 letter, and in a ſeuere tone 
eommanded her to leave the room; 


me retired and with horror read the 
LIN letter, Nee 
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27 oh, cuba too ely Fair? can *" 

% l forgive a wretch who has = 
-4 2 attoned for all kn Halte, 
"IE remorſe, ' NERC ' fOIES 


ARC YET - 

Is Death'I woah oO ad; 
< were it not for the dread of a fu- 
» tare punifhment4what account 
«can't give to that awful. Judge in 
„Heaven ?—the" very idea ſhocks 
my foul !—whit am T'to fay ?— 
"bs that I Was the cauſe bf Matilda's 
0 ſufferings, becauſe the would not 
10 tread in the paths of diſhonour 
"MY ON, pityme! es Thave been 
| « ſuch 
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< fach' a -Wretch=-pity - my folly, 
sand interoede with the ſuprems 
« Being to have es on a N 
« neee 755 E Be 151 oft 
15701 Unie! 

The wicked mi is terrified at 
the thoughts of death; but thoſe 
1 who: have led an honorable life hatt 
40 him as a comforter.— Oh. God!! 
no ſuch comforts. can ſoeth my 
* anguiſh !—I have dipt my hands 

too r gut. r 4 tet. 
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4 Now e ee een can 1 
« Write that name —1I will—yet, 
<«<ftay—my hand trembles, my pen 
* falls; from me, and I blot my pa- 
per wWäith tears. Shall Lutter that 
** namer -I. muſt, you knew the 
* N then? Oh! that Maria 
1 WAS 8." virtuous maid !—ſhe Was 
* N de 
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* like Matilda, till I—forbear the 


es reſt, you too well can gueſs—yet 
&* ſhe was not like you; ſhe was not 


© aware of the deceitfulneſs of man. 


« Alas! ſhe little ſuſpected that 


« when a woman gives up her vir- 


e tue the very wretch who ſeduces 
& her is the firſt who will upbraid 
«© her of her folly ; and, vain of his 
„triumph, expoſe her to the world. 


«© With confuſion! muſt confeſs that 


AI am one of that horde of villains, 


<« yet pity me. fancy you ſee me 
00 ſoaring on the . wings of hope to 


Is Heaven: where that merciful Be- 
ing mereiful to all, but a wretch 
FU like me—drives me from his pre- 
< ſence and precipitates me to the 
« « abyſs below, there gaſping for 

Vol. i 553 breath 
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&« breath and mercy, I muſt crave. 
« your — 


«© When Ithink on this, can I die? 
„ —yet I am reſolved that time 
« muſt and will arrive ere you re- 
s ceive this, the once gallant Erneſt 
&« will be no more. Thoſe eyes which 
have gazed on the beauties of Ma- 
„ tilda—that tongue which uttered 
« ſuch ſoft deceiving tales will be 
„ confignedto the duſt,” 


Inform Miſs Brown, who aſſiſt- 
ed me in calumniating your ſpot- 
leſs character —but, indeed, it was 
more her crime than mine tell 
10 her that form, the idol of her foul, | 
«will ſhortly become the prey of 
worms —methinks while. I write 
=. ſee - their heads peep above the 
— cafth and their mouths open in 

* anxious 


(67) 


: E anxious waiting for the object of 
«< her affeQtion.” 


„ Merey, heavens! what poor 
£ mortals we are, Erneft Harvey 
% who now. relates his horrid tale 
e will ſoon become- tha food of * 
40 * | 


FE... «You « cannot fm chat l 3 
< of. my perſon, though I have long 
been convinced Miſs Brown has 
15 maſt ardently ſighed for the ex- 
*.cluſive poſſeflian of 1—1 ſhould 
< not boaſt of my triumph over her 
but ſhe is Matilda's enemy.“ 


* compenſate in ſome FINER 
« for the injuries you have e 
4 by me, thou , heavenly maid! let 
me conjure. you to accept my for- 

* tune, it is all I can. beſtow, and 
5 > will. 


(68 ) 
« will I hope ſerve as a x token of my 


< ſincere 3 


H you wiſh my family to par- 
take of what I here bequeath, be- 
« ftow it upon Edward; I believe 
« he-tenderly loves Matilda, and 
<< prizes her eſteem before all the 
& riches this world can afford; but he 
4 too poſſeſſes that art which belongs 
* to our ſex, truſt him not too 
much beware, I ſay beware.— 
0 dieu, thou lovely and much ated 
<< ſweetneſs, Torgive and Pray for 
„ the undone 


Lo . . 66 E. | Harvey ” 


When Matilda had finiſhed this 
melancholy letter, ſhe threw her- 


ſelf on the bed and bemoaned his 
hapleſs fate thro' the tedious mid. 
— hours; all 981 eruelty was 

| now 


(69 


now forgotten, and her auger Chang 
ed to pity and forgiveneſs. 


She accuſed herſelf of cruelty in 
mi him. unhappy, then again 
would the ſay, why. thould I make 

myſelf miſerable to render others 
happy? The horrid cataſtrophe of 
Erneſt's letter and her own critical. 
ſituation. kept her awake all the. 
night. 


Early in the morning Sukey came 
and acquainted. her with: what . had 
happened in the: family ſince the 
accident, and. warn: her againſt the 
dangers that ſeemed to threaten her. 
She: infliemod: her that lady Harvey 
was taken home raving mad, ſoon. 
after ſhe retired; and that both Mr. 
and Mrs. Lake vowed. vengeance. 
n her for not taking their” ad- 
G 3. vice; 
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vice; therefore, Mis—ad ſhe 
let me adviſe you. Go to Mr. Ed- 
ward; tell him what has happened; 

I have heard from Mary of the ge- 
nerous offer he has made you; let 
me then perfuade you to accept it: 
you are much to blame if you do 
not, as it is not in my power to 


be of any further ſervice to you, 


therefore, ſooner than . continue in 
the power of ſtrangers, be ſheltered 


by the protection of a huſband ; for 


wherever you go, while you are ſin- 
gle you will always be perſecuted by 


| one or another.” 


Matilda wad convinced of the im- 


propriety of continuing where 'ſhe 


was, with reſpect of enjoying any 


comfort, or peace of mind; ſhe there- 


fore followed Sukey's advice; taking 
wih un what things- ſhe ſhould 
GW 4 | want, 


(7) 


want, and promiſed to ſend to her 
for the reſt in a day or two. 


She left the houſe with 2 "om 

burſting with grief. —ſighs and tears 
were the ſole companions of her 
journey; ſhe had not wandered long 
before ſhe found herſelf in a place 
ſuited as it were by nature for her 
to vent her ſorrows; it was a wood 
through which ſerpentined a limpid 
ſtream, whoſe ſoothing murmurs and 
refreſhing coolneſs invited our hap- 
leſs fair to lay down * it, "On wes 
her aching head. 


WE „ Oh, dives !—ſhe exclaim» 
ed—whither am I roving ?—what 
new dangers am I courting ?—what 
will the world fay of me ?—or,; what 
can I think of myſelf? to live under 
| * AY of a lover! I, that 


have 


Con3 


have always trod ſo ſtrictly in the 
paths of virtue ls it poſſible that I 
can ſtoop to a thing ſo mean, ſo 
diſhonourable, and ſo inimical to all 
* former — | 


„No! = nk 1 15 aig 
wretched days!—within. this-defart. 
wood, and here on an unconſcious. 
tree will l engrave my ſorrows; per- 
haps when I remain a breathleſs. 
corpſe, ſome poor nymph deſerted 
by all Who knew her, a. wretched 
vutcaft like myſelf, may chance to 
ſtray this. way; or perhaps ſome 
love-lorn ſwain; then. may they 
een d en ern 


5 eee W 
+. recollection of her woes. 


Arove her almoſt to deſperation, and 


en on hier feet, the exclaimed, 


„% here. 


—— 


(73) 


4% here will I end my ſorrows, this 


water ſhall be Matilda's grave!” and 
with theſe words ſhe was about to 
plunge herſelf into the ſtream, when 
hearing a ruſtling amongſt the trees, 


ſhe turned her head, Arid: to her utter 


aſtoniſhment, within a few paces of 
her, beheld Edward. | 


The ſight of her lover and the 
thought of future puniſhment pre- 
vented her commiting this raſh act, 
and ſhe ſunk ee on the 
ground. Dad > 11 


42 


* 
. 


The moment Edward perceived 


his beloved Matilda, he flew to her, 


cauſe of her indiſpoſition, and the 


embraced her, and with much ſur- 
priſe and tenderneſs enquired the 


reaſon of her being there alone. 


Alas! 


(74) 


+ Alaslfaid fhe, timidly raifing 
— lovely eyes I thought of com- 
ing to you, for I have melancholy 
news to tell you Ah —he anſwer- 
ed -I am acquainted with the dread- 
ful ſtory, my brother Henry ſent a 
ſervant yeſterday to inform me of 
poor Erneſt's untimely fate. Happy 
The added - would it have been for 
him, had be net been my mother's 
favourite, Who indulged him in his 
infancy to that degree, that when he 
grow up ſhe. could not reſtrain his 
vicious courſes; indeed ſhe was 4 
ways blind to ou RR.” 


2 0 * 
122 


 Metildazcould nt gal her . 
5 to hear him mention that un- 
fortunate | young man without the 
deaſt mark of fraternal regard, which 
he perceiving, awkwardly diſſembled, 
and * to lament his death. 
. He 


: (75) 
He raiſed Matilda gently from 
the ground; and conducted het 
trembling ſteps to a ſmall: houſe; 
about half a mile from the ſpot where 
he had found her, pleaſantly ſituated 
ina grove. He told her that this was 
the houſe he had mentioned to her in 
his letter, that ſhe would remain there 
in ſafety. He then introduced her 
to his friends, who treated her with 
* the politengſs of a new gueſt. 
The family conſiſted: of a young 
gentleman, a fellow-collegian of Eds 
ward's, a young lady who paſſed 
for his wife, and one woman fervant. 
The appearance of theſe people — 
Matilda no ſmall uneaſineſs, as 
the firſt place, Edward had * 
her by repreſenting them to her in 
his letter as elderly people, and in 
the latter, tlie behaviour of the young 
| lady 


(76) 

lady ſoon convinced her that ſhe 

was a very improper, companion for 

her; ; and. gave her great reaſon to 

ſuſpect that ſhe was one of thoſe ä 
who did not properly appreciate the 
ineſtimable value of a virtuous in- 

clination. Their abode inſtead of 

being concealed as he had deſeribed, 

was merely a rendez vous for all the 

gentlemen of the univerſity, 


| Matilda — 3 here a week, 
and Edward had obſerved the moſt 
marked reſpect towards her, as well 
as the maſter and miſtreſs of the 
houſe, ſo that the diſagreeable impreſ- 
ſions which the had at firſt felt, be- 
gan to. wear off; when a meſſenger 
came to inform him of his EEC 8 
death. This cauſed Matilda to be leſt 
entirely to the protection of ſtran gers. 


Edward ſoothed her ſome what by 
the 


Ci) 


the moſt ſolemn proteſtations that 
he would at his return make her his 
for ever. 


She expreſſed her diſſatisfaction at 
the manner of the young lady's con- 
duct, to whoſe care ſhe was to be 
confided; bit Edward endeavoured 
to do away her apprehenſions, and 
told her that however light and 
flighty ſhe might appear, that ſhe 
was ſtrictly honourable and virtu- 
ous. 

6 She is continued he — the 
daughter of a man of large fortune, 
whom the has greatly diſobliged, 
by marrying, without his conſent, 
a gentleman of ſmall patrimony, and 
only lives fecluded in r retire- 
ment till the comes of age. 


Vor II. H ba The 


(ak) 


The old people whom I men- 

tioned to you in my letter, ſuddenly 
left the country, before ſhe quitted - 
her father's houſe, or ſhe meant 
to have taken up her reſidence with 
them. ä L700 J 


Matilda's doubts and fears were 
now no more; the was certain that 
her Edward would not deceive her; 
they bid each other a tender adieu 
for a ſhort time, and Matilda begged 
Edward would, as he paſſed Mrs, 
Holmes', enquire after Mary; which 


he readily promiſed to do. 


Our forlorn maid was now left alone 
to her own thoughts, and a gleam of 
hope and happineſs at preſent ſeemed 

to thine on this exalted virgin; ſhe 
allo Dau; to. entertain a more fa- 
vourable 


yourable dpint t | 
was with. 3 | 41 b 4 Ea (IF 


It was now a conſiderable time 
fince ſhe had heard from Mary, and 
was much ſurpriſed and concern- 
ed at it, as ſhe could not by any 
means account for her filenct ; and 
as ſhe knew where to find Edward, 
the might have apprized him. if any 
accident had happened to her. She re- 
tired early, but was alarmed at mid- 
night with the cry of murder! which 
terrified her ſo much that ſhe jumped 
out of bed, and ran to the ſervant, 


who lay i in the next room, to enquire 
from hence it proceeded. 


6 Oh, la MiG — me t : 


be frightened, it is only wy maſter 
und raiſtreſs : a "ghting. 1 1 


5 Fighting — 


(8) 


40 Fighting !—replied —_ 
with aſtoniſhment. 


5 0. 15 maam ! you muſt not 
ae little diſturbances.” | 


ende ee ch hacked, hows 

ever ſhe retired to bed, and endea» 

voured to make mes as eaſy a as 
. poſible, | 


| 
| 


The next morning Matilda was 
convinced that the account the maid 
gave her of the diſturbance was true, 

as the gentleman had a ſcratched 
face, and other marks of combat, this 
occurrence gave her a very unfavoury 
able idea o matrimon Y- 
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Upon Edward's s return, Matilda 
acquainted him with the unpleaſant 


— ſhe had been placed in; 
| when 


—— 
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hen be pretended great ; ſurptiſe 
at their improper conduct, but ſaid 
he would ſoon releaſe her from it, 
and place her in a more eligible fitua- 
tion. 


1 1 am extremely e 5 
he—that I have been obliged to ab- 
fent .mmyfelf fo long from you; but 
my mother's death x — deranged the 
affairs of the family ſo much that 
my brother and I fhall have great 
difficulty in ſettling them.” 


He then gave her a melamcholy ac- 
count. of his mother's death; and ſaid 
that it gave him inex] reſſible con- 
cern to find that in her laſt moments 
ſhe raved ſo inveterately againft her; 
but my deareſt life added he—I 
am ſorry we are to have f6 long a | jours 
ney before we can be united, as my 
: H 3 mother 


—_— -_ 
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. 
1 
pt 
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Sf 
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| 


(8) 
mother has left her will ; in ſo ſtrange 
a manner, that I am reſtricted from 


marrying till I have completed my 
twenty-firſt year; therefore we muſt 


continue in Scotland till that time, 


in retirement; and where no doubt, 
we ſhall be as happy as though we 
lived in the gaiety and ſplendour of 
the n ſays my ans. 


gel?” 


h I —replied Matilda—if you 
are happy, I muſt be ſo; but you have 
not told me whether you have en- 


VR after Mary ?” 


20 Right—kaid: he—1 had forgot, 


| 1 dalled on her mother, who told 


me that ſhe was gone to her uncle 
in Vorkſhire; that ſhe did not ex- 
pect her to return for ſome months; 


dut : 1 cannot conceive what it is 


TY you 
wh = * — a 
2 - 
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vn want, ſo very particularly with 
h er? 2 z 


| Matilda thought the queſtion odd, 
but took no farther notice than ſaying, 
that as Mary had rendered her ſo 
many ſervices at the riſk of her mo- 
ther's. diſpleaſure, who was a very 
violent woman, that ſhe ſhould hold 
herſelf very ungrateful in not wiſh- 


ing to ſee her, or at. t leaſt. hear from. 
her. 


45 Edward ſinilin gly replied “ that 
indeed he ſhould be jealous if ſne had 


a at for any body beſides him 
el. wn | 


Here their converſation was in⸗ 
terrupted by Henry: Matilda was 
obliged to ſtep into a. eloſet to pre- 
veut his ſeein 8 her. When he en- 

tered 


(84) 
tered the room, he looked round him 
with. an enquiring eye, and then 
alked his brother what he had done 


with Matilda? © for 1 thought— 
I he—1 faw her oo * 


« Alas? my Weiber -üel be 
noble · minded  youth—TF hope you 
have'not deceived that unfortunate 
Foutig creature; if you have, orif 
you do, depend upon it you will 
never proſper. You have now a 
large fortune, marry her, the is 

handſome, fenfible and well-educat- 
ed, therefore you cantiot be aſhamed 
'of introducing her into the world; 
it is what my unfortunate brother 
| would have been proud to have 
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ITE Ay Rabies Edward pre- 
1 his faying =—_ more by heg- 


ing 
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ging he would take a turn in the 
garden, and Matilda was left to me · 
ditate on this unpleaſant diſcovery; 
ſhe foreſaw her lover's confuſion at 
the advice of his brother, ſhe ima- 
gined that ſhe alſo perceived a myſ- 
tery concerning Mary; for the had 
been told many different tales re- 
ſpecting her; it ſeemed he did not 
like her to have ſo kind a friend. 


- * wn F * 


She often blamed herſelf fon truſt⸗ 
ing ſo much to mercileſs, deſigning 
man; but the want of friends and 
fortune pleaded her excuſe; theſe me · 
lancholy reflections threw her into 
tears, and upon Edward's en, he 
* the cauſq. 


* oo What, I ſuppoſe — ſaid he —my 
brother 'Henry's. interruption, and 
fine. harangue have made you un- 
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(8) 
eaſy; but, | come, baniſh theſe un- 
comfortable fears and apprehenſi- 


ons, for ere ag we "OM be united 
d — 


6: Alu fore ie Matilda<f have 
often been diſappointed, and tis not 
ihpoffile but that ſore unforeſeen 
eirturnſtance, or ſome more eligible 
match — allienate PIGS affeGtions 
from me.“ 


6 A : 
6 * . * # © 4 % 
- 3 14 © 3 > > : 


FUSE _ 4s away + theſe We" fear 


5 the deceitful youth to- morrow 


Mall end your doubts; be ready ear- 
ty in the morning, to ſet off on our 
Journey to Seottind; 75 where, united 
in the bands of wedlock, we may en · 
joy peace and happineſs, and theſe 
unpleaſant fuſpicions an never 
1 beitet 8 


1925 Matilda's 


(®&) 

. Matilda's hopes were nom raifed 
For the higheſt pitch: 4 fure—ſhe 
eried—bleſt with my Edward, I muſt 
be happy; he is all my hope all 
my wiſh, my only looked- for joy. — 
She now took her leave: and retired, 


promiſing! to be war i in the 
Mornip 8. 


En wg now went to bed where, = 


thoyght of her approaching happi- 
neſs ſoon lulled all her faculties inta 
bl pearatul flumber. 


At + kata the aroſe, — he 
faw the chaiſe, already at the door 
and Edward ready to receive her: 

He aſked: Matilda whether ſhe had 
any idea of the road to Scotland, and 
he with pleaſure heard that ſhe was 
entirely — with 4 n 
of! it. 


4 
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It would be needleſs to trouble the 
reader with an account of their jours 
ney, as nothing particular happened 
for two days, but on the third they put 
up at an inn, where they could not 
procure any beds, as they were all oc- 
cupied; Edward faid he did not mind 
ſetting up all night himſelf, - but that 
the lady was very much fatigued, 
and therefore hoped that they would 
endeavour to accommodate her with 
one. | 
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The landlady faid ſhe could not, 
= winleſs the young lady would con- 
4 deſcend to ſleep with the bar-maid ; 
4 as the girl ſeemed - tolerable de- 
= cent, Matilda made no objection: 
when ſhe was retiring, Edward cau- 
tioned her againſt mentioning to the 
ſervant where ſhe was going, as it 


1 lead to a diſcovery. | | 
| When 


(89) 


When ſhie retired: to reſt ſome 
adaverſation paſſed between her and 
the girl, who appeared a little lo- 
quacious; ſhe began with deſcanting 
on the beauties of | her country; and 
aſked Matilda It ſhe was ever in 
Wales before. 

471 adi 1; ; | 5 
: = Before rate 'our fair Sw 
fortunate, haſtily—no—what do wu 
mean by Wales?“ 


Mean --quoth the girl I mean 
nothing; only this is the difte& road 
to it; aud the gentleman ſaid you 
were going to Wales; for I: heard 
him afk Mrs. Mitchel, my miſtreſs, 
which was the moſt. private road to 
K.“ | 41 


. * £40 
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Vor. II. 4 Matilda 


(9) 
Matilda took no notice, but conceal- 
ed her ſurpriſe from the girl, though 
her thoughts on this ſtrange ory, 


made : het extremely — * 
* ber n all e 


1 &# 44.4 21 4 IF 1321 4 13 ws 


In che 1 when ſhe ſaw Ed 
ward, ſhe told him what the girl 
had ſaid. He laughed, and ſaid, he 
ſuppoſed the young woman ſaw they 
W re a run- away couple, and did it to 
fi n her. 
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his die deceined Matilda thoug | 
very bkely, and the reſt of the day 
they ſpent in viewing the country, 
aud the day aſter they ſet: off on 
their e ee a jour 
1 ek . 2t 
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Juſt as Matilda was getting into'the 
chaiſe, Edward begged her to ſtep 
back for a moment, as he had ſome- 
thing very particular to ſay, which 
Was to tell her that ſhe had better 
deliver the will, which Erneſt' had 
left with her, tor him before their 
marriage: as it was of too much 
conſequence to. travel with it, and 
that he would place it in the hands 
of a corifidential perſon to take care 
EE tw: 4 neg inner 


3 ” 5 * 1 * 
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Matilda readily, and without any 
ſuſpicion. gave it him. They had 
' Not. proceetted above a mile on their 
way, before the chaiſe broke down; 
this accident obliged them to return 
to the inn, 'whefe they continued a 
week under the pretence of the chaiſe 
not being repaire . 
gals F 2 Edward's 
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Badward's attentions to Matilda 
leflened. daily, and be treated her 
ſomewhat lefs e e y * wy 
W N 113215180 a 
4 4 8 
She W 8 ** ee 
Ws was now convinced that he had 
brought her towards: e inſtead 
15 Beins to ene SIURUP 9041099 
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„Good n e ſhe . 

x what intention can he havo 
brought me here, if Lam deceived, 
where, oh, where ſhall: I hide my 
wretched head! who is there tô 
ts uecour — arge 1 E 
Fe 01 4 ed l 
Theſe 3 a on hes td fo | 
1 that ſhe reſolved to expoſ- 


tulate with him the next morning. 
Ms 8 1 H 4 She 
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She toſe eafly, and as they were 

at breakfaſt, pur. afflicted. fair-one 
burſt nito'tears 3 upon Edward's en: 
quiring into the cauſe, the fell upon 
der knees and Weeping ſaid. oh, 
my Edward! you have breught me 
into a ſtrange country, with the pro- 
miſe of being your wife: why am I 
then deceived ; why this treachery 
and Why am 1 enn ker to Wales ins 
n a * pages 4 To _ 


This; ages over helmed hit 
with confuſion, and he drew from 
her, as tho' he wiſhed to avoid mak+ 
ing any anſwer; but the caught him 
by tht hand, ol,; Edward Z—the 
eried turn not from me; what have 
done to be a deteſted object in 
yr fight; eruel, perfidious youth l I 
read my fate: plainly in your obdumtg 
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eotifitEnance—could. I ever imagine 
that Edward would have ſerved me 
thus;—no!—had an angel deſcend: 
ed frotm heaven and told me that you 
would have been falſe, I could not 
Stierds gpm N ee you 


20 108 =_ {; ' 4 7 
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1 Tell n me, e you 2 *y 


virtuous and make me your happy 


bride; or are you aſhamed to fulfil 
your promiſe ?—am ] to continue 


the forlorn, diftrefled, Matilda ?— 


fpeak, and look not thus upon me, 
but doom me to RIC ge 
or 1 | 

8 | 

5 « Alas replied the difſetnbler— 
thou dea odject of my affections, 
I never till yeſterday examined my 
mother's will; but there I find that 


ET Gy yoo before I am of age 
ty) hp "> I ſhall 


9) | 


I ſhall-be- deprived of my fortune; 
therefore conſider will it not be 
more prudent for us to live together 
till that time arrives; our conduct 
ſhall be ſo circumſpect that no one 
need know but that we are -marri- 

ed—lve without you I cannot, nor 
will NI muſt, and ſhall: be 


mine.” 
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* Matilda was all this time on the 
ground at his feet, but his laſt words 
filled her with aſtoniſnment and 
horror; and a virtuous reſentment 
pervaded her whole frame: She at 
roſe, and looking indignantly upon 
him; What — ſaid ſhe—do'ft thou 
dare to think that Matilda will ſWerve 
from the paths of virtue? No, I will 
maintain it to my laſt moment. Shall 
it t be ſaid that Matilda s example ever 


1 233 T gave 
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gave countenance to the pergetration 
of erimes which her foul hach 
Oh; no! rather would F wander, a 
wretched outeaſt, and gain my daily 
dread fromm the alms of the benevo 
lent, and deſtitute of ſhelter, expoſe 
my tender frame to the ee eee 
of thi pittileſs . N 


„ 
1 


Then in a ſort of frenzy, Pop ex- 
tlimed== Oh, heavens! where am 
ure in Hell, and all the fiends 
ara dancing round my diſtracted head 
Oh; my God, Why hath: thou for- 
ſaketr a wretched virgin! Who has 
never offended thee! for what haſt 
thou teſerved me? ſarely/ for ſome 
untimely end, and now it is come. 
+—f would not one fuck _— 
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I ſhall never more experience haps 
pineſs my -foudeſt, deareſt. Hopes 
are ns ach and vaniſhed into air. 

Sindh ating bent 3 po my eon 
ſtant companion has overwhelmed 
my heart, has the flattering idea 
that. I ſhould: at laſt be happy, with 
the- — en ern my cares. 
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I was born 8 ew . out- 
caſt ; my deſtiny has been peculiarly 
eruel, tadeed; why did I put. ſo much 
confidence ui mercileſs man? on, 
why was: I forced to leave my fa 
ther's houſe?! ſurely within thoſe 
walls I might have hoped for pro- 
tection ; but all, no did he not cauſe 
all my ſorrows, did he not wiſh te 
abandon his dn daughter to in fam 
FE and ruin — ſure he cannot be my fa- 
8 


ey) 
cher, the ties of nature would hive 
pleaded in my defence but all his 
eruelty does not equal this deceiver. 
Was ever virgin ſo ous or was 
| wie? how * eruel? O NO 
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£88 1 Where is . tach Nw 
plighted, thoſe vows; thoſe dear des 
=. __afferswitywhichyoreodce thacmed 
ms - he fond heart of Matilda—allgone— 
| WM des —__" ; 07 mod 8 * 1 

FESHLL 35's Hen £691 Y £11 13235 Yau: 7375 
4 White ths AitrelFed' Marik Was 
thus! bewailing' her fate, and his 
ervelty, he fool las though ftruck 
TR aſtoulſhoens ann. $147 
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to keep. the evidence. of my rights, 
which in an yngyarded moment you 
have artfully obtained from me. It is, 
now you have deceived me, the only 
dependance I have ſure, if you have 
any ſpark of honour, deen ant re- 
Gals this ju regnete, of) bailqen 


Here Edward” $ re 4 pri; ut 
terance You do not ſurely, in- 
tend to leaye tne, for the fake of that 
idle, antiquated ceremony—in, time 
if you with to be my bride, it will 
be in my power ta make. you ſo— at 
preſeat it. ĩs not, I wiſh. it was, TO | 
cooly. therefore; on, the ſpbjef, and 
1 ul, reaſon guide you a little.” 


| . I mean, it— replied Mata . ; 
terrupting, him—virtue, and reaſon 
all ever be my guides —retum me 
my 
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Y brother, but it is a matter of to g- 
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my fortune—will' y you; or ein vo 
not condeſcend to give the maid 

1aVe rendered fo Gs; 
a Poltive: anfwer. 100 FT Pon 
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* Be flot 10 greclpitstes b. Matilda 


replied the hypocrite—your demand 


requires ſome conſideration; Erneſt 
Was certainly inſane when he be- 

Jueathed his fortune to you; indeed, 
the act of ſuicide” proves it. A man 
ll deſtroy himſelf can never 
be in his ſenſes, however, I Thall 
leave i it to the Jeterminatioß of my 


n 


nification, therefote T woul 
you to mike yourſelf happy and cons 
tented 3 in being protected in the arms 


of - A z youth who admires you; and 


leave ve off ſuch old faſhioned, *prudiſh 
SHU ETUT IT DD 1 90 -JeAures 


(01) 


lectures about virtue and ſuch non- nn 
ſenſe.” = 


* 


Matilda ſeeing herſe!f thus inſult- 
ed would not deiga. to rety in an 
anſwer, but left the room. 
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Meets with great kindneſs from Mrs. 
Mic bell. 
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"ER ſituation now appeared to 

11 her in the moſt alarming ſhape, 

- deſerted by the man on whom ſhe 
had placed her affeQtions ; and that 
too in a ſtrange country, and bereft, 
by his perfidy, of the bequeſt of Er- 
neſt, which would have ſecured her 


* a An 


(193) 


an. ample 3 ucet to 
miſery and wretchedneſs, ſhe. ſum- 
moned up reſolution ſufficient! to 
make the Hoſteſs of the inn ac 
quainted with. her misfortunes. 1255 


Oh, gentle reader 1 think what 
muſt be the ſufferings of this unfor- 
tunate virgin; ſo far from home, and 
no Na to confide in no houſe 
to ſhelter her —no refuge wherein to 
vent her ſorrows! Now keen muſt 
be the ſenſations within her breaſt 2 
her only hope of happineſs in one 
ſhort hour deſtroyed. 


in this fad ſituation what could 
ſhe do, ſhe was compelled. to expoſe 
her, ſorrows to.a ſtranger—but for- 
tunately was it for her, one who poſ- 
ſeſſed a large portion of humanity. 
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With tears of ſympathy in ker 
exethe Hened to the diſtrefling tale, 
and entered fo ſtrongly into her in- 
tereſts that ſhe almoſt made her think 
that ſhe was with a ſecond Mary. 


Edward no ſooner ſaw that Ma- 
ids had found a friend, than, either 
aſhamed of his cruel conduct, or 
afraid of loſeing what he had ſo un- 
generouſly obtained from her, haftity 
teft the inn and Matilda to finiſh the 
wretched ſcene alone. N 


T7. 
444 ' * 


Mrs. Michelt now generouſly en- 
treated that Matilda would tell her 
how ſhe might be ſerviceable to her; 
ſhe offered to ſend her back to Cam- 
bridge; or if ſhe would ſtay with her, 
ſhe 1 think herſelf highly 
honoured, and would chdeavour to 
ATTN : make 


E 105 ) 


make her ſituation as comfortable as 
Wan. 1 | 


1 


An inn was an unpleaſant reſidence, 

ut Matilda. was obliged to oyer look 
its diſagreeableneſs, Ind think her- 
ſelf happy in being ſheltered from 
the-dews of night Tas the inclemen- 
cies of the weather. 


NI. rs. Michell {ira to o Both 
her grief, and treated her with alt 
ihe" tknderneſs of a near relation; 
indeed, to deſcribe the kindneſs of 
this good woman is a taſk my per 
is not equal to, but the laſt and moſt 
trying misfortune was ſo ſtrongly 
impreſſed on her heart, that it was 
not eaſily e overcome. . 
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+ Matilda mow FI herſelf. at of 2 
albthe comforts of life, and often 
K 3 times 


times would the ek out Hicks un 


frequented ſhade, and there bemoan 
e fate. 5 

_ Oh, ye powers above ! me 
cried—aſfiſt a wretched maid ; drive 
from her .remembrance the perjur- 
ed youth who hath robbed her of 
her affections—if I have committed 
zcrime in loving him who has de- 
ceived me, oh, pardon me !—the 
glimmering lamp of life will ſoom 
waſte away, and I, and my ſorrows 
will ere long be laid in the grave, 
and like an ol N buried i in ir 


Ye 
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What poor e we are! —ç.p 
| foon are al our beauty and perfections 
bone in one Theet . RY 


(ww) 
from their blooming . and 
| mm ang 47 * 


| When will that time arrive as 
me ?—Lifſe is of ſhort duration; but 
with the miſerable it ſeems painfully 
long—perhaps, when I am a cold, 
breathleſs corps, Edward will walk 
over the duſt of his once deceived 
Matilda, and, fighing, ſay I repent, 
yet would the kind Goddeſs: of pity 

let his tears bedew my grave—oh,. 
would ſhe pierce the dart of throbing 
repentance through his flinty heart, 
it would make amends for Matilda's: 


Wr 2 
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An theſe een tagt one 
evening a new diſaſter happened to 
her, which occaſioned her great un» 
cafincſs—the 18 n which her mo- 

1 — ther 
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ther had cautioned her to preſerves 
with ſo much care, by: ſome means 
or other fell from her neck, and 
though ſhe ſearched for it with the 
greateſt perſeverance and made all 
poſſible enquiry after it, no tid» 
ings could ſhe hear of it, which ren: 
dered her inconſolable—it was very 
remarkable for on the back of it was 
engraved Lord S—. Matilda had fre- 
quently revolvedithis circumſtance in 
her mind, but could never come to 
any ſatis factory concluſion reſpecting 
it, as ſhe knew that her mother had 
no. relation of that title. 


It now hat that a nobleman, 
whoſe title correſponded with the 
initials on the back of the pictureʒ 
frequented” the inn kept by Mrs. 
| Michell, and "Matilda; had often ob» 


1243 ſerved 
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ferved that he bore a ſtrong rieren 
blance to the W 3:45. % 
Bi eee thaght; of ac» 
3 his lordſhip af this circum- 
ſtance; but as he had never taken 
even the ſlighteſt notice of her Pru- 
dence and a modeſt diffidence which 
diffuſed a 'crimſon bluſh over her 
lovely countenance whenever the 
entertainedthe idea of accoſting him, 
Dee mon. 


= 
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She 8 fo 2 \ kindoef 
wha ſhe now was that ſhe had no 
thoughts of leaving her benevolent 
friend, Mrs. Michell: indeed, when- 
ever ſhe mentioned the leaſt: Circus 
ftance that could by any means be 
conſtrued into an intention of re- 
n to Cambridge, thoughꝭ that 

period 


n ö 
pit was ever ſo diſtant,” it emed 
to give her pain; for ſhe really teſti - 
fied as ſtrong an affection for Ma- 
tilda as though ſhe had. deer her 
. e © AA an 


: 19 


— ber dene IS re- 
beine, which ſorrow, that corroding 
fiend; had much impaired ; and for a 
time had deprived her charms of 
Gifplaying their fineſt colours. | 


Time reconciled her to the deceit: 
_ fulneſs of a lover, who now in ber 

eyes appeared a moſt deſpicable ob- 
ject, unworthy: her conſideration, and 
whom ſhe hoped ſhe ſhould never 
8 * but with deteſtation. 
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of 4 — and the tender _— 
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(2) 
of Mrs. Michell to anticipate her 
withes, ſhe became tolerably happy; 


and in a ſhort time the cloud of ſor- 
row wore away. 


Sometimes a fow melancholy re. 
. would intrude themſelves 
on her mind, when ſhe would re- 
tire to her ſolitary retreat, which 


was a beautiful ſhady grove adjoins 
ny to the inn. 


One a as he was walking 
rather late, liſtening to the ſoft and 
melancholy tales of the nightingale, 
ſhe was on a ſudden diſturbed by 
the voices of ſame people at a diſ- 
tance, who ſeemed to be deeply en- 
gaged in converſation; and faucying 
that ſhe heard them mention her 
_— ſhe was prompted by: Curioſt- 


(ta) 


ty to o Elten. With trembling g ſtep the 
drew nearer the ſouridz And overs 
heard the following diſcoutfer 12 

7 Quly « contrive 15 Sdlivet Mas 
tilda to my maſter, and he will re- 
ward you handſomely; if you don't 
do it, forme one elſe will, and I don't 
know why you ſhould not be the 
better for it as well as a annere, 7 


« My maſter ſays, that his brother 
mied for this girl; but he is no ſuch 
fol ;—if we could -but ance get her 
into our. power, At would be: very 
eaſy to take her to ſome vetired ſeat 
of” his, where I. warrant you we 
rn. enk! 


o ler Well=—repliedthe Abe, which 
emed to de a woman's voice 


can : 4 
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can't fee why we ſhould. not com- 
ply with your maſter's, wiſhes; J 
am ſure it will be much better for 
Matilda — here they lowered their 
diſcourſe, ſo that * heard no more. 
fn the. * tha 5 Ai 
covered this baſe plan, her next bu; 
ſineſs was to [diſcover , who . theſe 
clever ſchemers were; when pre- 
ſently by the glimmering light of 
the moon, which peeped through 
the trees, ſhe had the extreme mor- 
tification to find it was the bar. maid 
in league with. Edward's man. 


The bin Matilda was · ex- 
Fama ſhocked, as ſhe had always 
entertained a good opinion of this 
woman, and the was grievouſly vex- 
<d at finding herfelf miſtaken, 

Vor. II | ag Terrified. 


( 114 ) 

Terrifed at the plot which theſe 
wretches were projecting agaiuſt 
ber, ſhe ran in and told Mrs, Mich- 
ell; but the had fo very good an 
opinion of her ſervant, that notwith- 
ſtanding her affection for Matilda, 
The declared that without the moſt 


convincin 8 proofs, ſhe would not 
; ri _ — ene her. | 


| Matilda entreated her to ge i into 
the grove where ſhe made no doubt 
but they ſtill were together, and then 
the might herſelf witneſs the — 
of what the had informed her. 


Ms. Michell with ſome difficulty 
| ee Matilda to conduct her to 
the ſpot where they were ſtill con- 
verſing: She heard them determine 


on a Lt to TE and carry off the 
1 E unfortunate 


( 215 ) 


unfortunate Matilda, and if ; poſſible 
to put it in execution the "er next 
morning. | 


x Michell was 40 Fi = 
niſhed at the perfidy and wickedneſs 
of her ſervant, that ſhe was almoſt 
unwilling to believe. ber ſenſes, but 
the diſcovery was ſo certain, and the 
fact ſtared her ſo full in the face, that 
ſhe could not be miſtaken. 


; She therefore, as . the woman 
returned, upbraided her with her 
baſeneſs, and immediately diſcharged | 
her from her ſervice. She then em- 
braced Matilda. and begged that ſhe 
would never go. out alone, which 
ſhe cheerfully complied with. 
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While ſhe remained with Mrs 
Michell, ſeveral gentleman of rank 
and fortune, who occaſionally had 
ſeen her, when they put up at the 
inn, profe rred their ſervices to her, 
and would have thought themſelves 
ſupremely Happy, could m. have 
* Matilda 8 over ds 


* Amongſt ik was one, who 
more than any other particulariſed 
himſelf in his attentions to our fair 
heroine, * He was a young noble- 
man, and ſon of Lord 8.— who, as 
before obſerved, ſo much reſembled 

the picture which Matilda had loft 
from her neck. His deportmetit was 
the moſt reſpectful towards her; 
and it was with a diffidence border- 
ing on modeſt baſhfulneſs, that he 


addreſſed her. 
She 


( 117 


She refuſed his ſuit, ſaying, than 
ſhe had been once deceived, and that 


as there was too great a diſparity be- 


tween them, ſhe would take care 
not to be deceived a ſecond time. 


Her admirers fs ber inexora- 
ble to their tender tales, gave up 
their ſuit one by one. Matilda for 
a little time enjoyed peace and tran- 
quility, but ſome new difaſter con- 
ſtantly befel this hapleſs fair, 8 

One day as ſhe was fitting with 
Mrs. Michell in the bar, a man gen- 
teelly dreſt came in. The moment 
he ſaw Matilda, with ſeeming ſur- 
priſe and aſtoniſhment, * thus ad. 
ns her: 
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( 118 ) 
OF Why, NY's how the devil 
a you get here? I have advertiſed 
you; I have been running up and 
down from county to county, in 
hopes of finding you, and had no 
given up all thoughts of ever ſetting 
my eyes upon you again. Don' t 
ou chink you have a great deal to 
anſwer for? thus to leave a good hul- 
band, who adored you, and run away 
with a wicked young fellow; what 
excuſe can you make for ſuch con- 
du N: * - 


1 [If * 2 90127}: "IT Fo 15 1 7 - ; 4 


IF The "nan. had his own way, and 
Went on a as he pleaſed for a conſidera- 
ble time without interruption; for 
Matilda was ſo much ſurpriſed at 
his accoſting her in ſuch terms, that 
Tis could do e but ſtand and 


gaze 


* 


( 119 ) 
gaze a at kim with. ſiedfaſt ach. 


| ment. * . , 4 


% 


4 


»s £ 4a 


- ies Michell Grſt FF herd ton as, 
and puſhing him from Matilda aſk- 
ed him what he meant by talking 
in ſuch a ſtrain to a perſon Who was 
a ſtranger to him; for ſhe knew the 
lady that he had addreſſed himſelf 
to in ſuch a rude manner, had no 
huſband, nor had ſhe ever been mar: 

2 Ve hs PREY 2 ma) 
dam replied the man—whoever 
told you fo, had their reaſons for im- 
poſing on your eredulity; ſhe has 
been my wife more than a year, and 
taking hold of Matilda, ſwore * 
ſhould —_ with _—_ that Inſtant.” : 


= 
£13 WS 


on Matilda 


| 


( 120 ) 


Matilda had only the power to ſay, 
I never ſaw your face before“, and 
115 into a chair half dead with terror. 


«NH % is; 


| The man ne in his aflertions 
that! ſhe was his lawful wife; and 
ſupported his pretenſions with ſuch 
obſtinacy, and adduced ſo many, 
apparently, incontrovertible proofs, 
and collateral circumſtances, that he 
ſucceeded in inducing every one at 
the inn to believe bis ſtory, and that 
* unfortunate maid was his wife. 


13 ten Michel Was ** 8 con- 
vinced, by his feaſible ſtory, that 
ſhe reproached the ſenſeleſs Matilda 
for having deceived her, and had not 
Lord S8. opportunely came in, the 
certainly would have been delivered 
to the man, who called himſelf her 


- @@L3z3M. — 


(12 12 


huſband, anddragged to an unknown 


A ghaſly bet ea 
Matilda's face; and the dews-of death 
hy on her- forehead ; her ſituation 
dre compaſſion from the- breaſt of 
his lordſhip, who inſtantly interpoſed; ; 
he aid that he was certain the young 
lady was not the perſon he was itt 
ſearch of; but that if he could pro- 
duce the certificate of their marriage, 
and bring any reſpectable character 
who would identify the perſon of the 
young woman as his wife, he ſhould 
no longer oppoſe his taking her with 
him: I but till then he was deberinityl 
ed to protect her from the hands of 
one whom = feared would 1 4 
villain, - SITY BSE 


(19 
Fe ruffian ſaid. chat no man o 


aw ſhould prevent him from hav= 
ing his wite, no, not the king him- 
ſelf; he thanked God that if he was 
now prevented by force from taking 
her with him, that the laws of his 
Wy would, bin u 


. + Matilda ronovered juſt time en 
to hear him finiſh the ſentence, when 
_ throwing herſelf on her knees; ſhe 
fervently. implored the almighty's 
protection; then ming to the N 
ple, Who were SATICITU 

* believe me ſaid ſhe I never > he 
this man's face before; he is certain- 
ly diſordered in his mind, or har- 
bours ſome cruel intentions againſt an 
orphan, who has no one to ſuccour 
her, or look to for protection. Agent 


941 f « How 


(3) 


* Ho dare you—cried the man 

— deny your huſband - then ſmooth- 
ing the ferocity of his countenance 
he in a ſofter accent continued the 
man whoſe whole affections were 
centered on you—who adored you— 
who ne ver offended vou. n 


Oh, Jenny! ; ab bet 1 muſt 
have ſuffered! —repent, and return 
with me. Iam willing to take you back 
tothat home, which you have thought 
too humble; and ſaying thefe words 
he forced: tears N his eyes. 


The company . began to waver 
in their opinion towards him, whom 
they thought the deſerted huſband, 
and who now earne in for his ſhare of 
*-compaſhon ;; but Lord 8. faid, that the | 
man muſt be either a fool or a mad- 
= jg ME man 


( a24 ) 


man to take ſuch trouble aſter a wo- 
r Cn IRE 


0 * Sir W the ai 
£wbling villain—my: affection i is, un- 
fortunately for me, ſo great for that 
faithleſs unfeeling woman, that I am 
. ready to forgive her abſconding from 
me, and will take her home, and treat 
her with all poſſible tenderneſs, and 
1 am ſure that when I can reaſon 
with her alone, that ſhe will ac- 


knowledge her errors, which ſhall all 
be buried in — 
RN D ow 6 


Fen ,T his chai now wendy at the 
door, and if entreaties will not a- 
"wake" vou to a ſenſe of your duty, 
Nt * 3 . to return 
8 > 2 with 


(is) 


with me this inſtant to your deſerts | 
ed home and family.” bs 


Matilda, znding * by his hypo- 

critical appearance of diſtreſs, and 

feigned tenderneſs for her, that he had 

gained over the company to his ſide, 

threw her atms round Mrs. Mich- 
ell's neck, and cried—** here will I 

hang tiil torn from you; for you are 

= laſt, my only _ 


Mrs. Michel ee to diſen⸗ 
gage herſelf from her, ſaying, In- 
deed, I can do nothing for you, 
do not deceive me any longer, ma- 
dam, but return with your huſband ; 
repent of your former conduct, 
and let your future behaviour be ſuch 
that he may forget your faults, 
which will become you far better 

Vor. II. NM -- Wan 
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( 186.) 
than running away with « young et 


low.“ 


Matilda again earneſtly entreated 
her to believe what the ſaid, adding: 
indeed, I have no huſband; this mau 
is {et on by — get me inte 
their power, when G God only knows 
What will be my fate. Alas! Matilda's 
fate is hard indeed ! ! 5 8 


Here che pretended buſband 3 
her in his arms in order to force ber 
into 28 chaiſe, 

Sbe now evans ann. wed, 
tore her hair, and exclainied, Oh, 
villain 1 villain! then moſt piteouſſy 
addreſſed the ſpeQators, but all to ne 

purpoſe, and ſhe nearly fainted away 
in his arms.— Oh! !— faid the man 


— this 


( i 27 ) 


E this is another misfortune, poor 
woman! ſhe has theſe fits ſometimes, 
which render her quite delirious. 


Matilda $ efforts encreaſed, and 
ſhe ſtruggled ſo hard to preſerve her- 
felf from ruin, that two men were 
obliged to aſſiſt in forcing her iuto 
the chaiſe—thus was virtue endea- 


vouring to aer. and free herſelf 
from vice. 


At length her firength failed ; 2 
and ſhe was going to her laſt home; 
for ſuch was Matilda's noble mind, 
that ſooner than part with her virtue, 
ſhe was determined to part with life; 
therefore ſhe reſolved, as ſhe knew 


that ſhe was going to ruin not to 
out-live her ſhame. ; 


M 2 She 


| 328 ) 


Sher now entreated her perſecutor, 

as it was the laſt trouble ſhe ſhould 
give, that he would permit her to. 
ſpeak to Mrs. Michell, which re- 
queſt he Was 1 to indulge her 


in. 


(66 A . . faid Mail- ou was 
once kind to me, extend that kind 
nefs now; it is the laſt requeſt I 
have to make I am totally 2735 
whither, or to whom I am going, 

unleſs it is through the as 
of the perfidious Edward T am forced 
from you; but if you find the pic- 
ture I loft, I ſhall be happy, and 
meet my approaching fate with 
greater reſignation—it was the gift 


* 


of a in n 


- 


( 129) 
- Lord S. who ſtill ſtood at the 
Chaiſe door, turned pale, and earneſtly 
ſaid * whoſe an was it you 
= | 


__ «* Alas—replied Matilda -I know 
not, but I have often thought that 
it reſembled you, and what is more 
-remarkable it has the mitials of your 
name on the back of it. My mother 
gave it to me a few minutes before 
ſhe died, and told me to preſerve it 
with the gteateſt care; as it might 
hereafter prove the means of ren- 
dering me harry * 1 


1 Is it i & . 
8 it is, it maſt be my child— 
1 I Ka ae gin the 9 
and ruin of my own child! with 
M 3 theſe 


(190) 


heſe words he forced open the door 
of the chaiſe, and Matilda ſprung 


into his arms, — crying, my father! 
Oh, my N ? 


r am—lT am your father—he re- 
plied, preſſing her to his boſom— 
here—continued he—is the picture 
Which ry loft : ; yeh it to 
her.“ 3 e 


8 elt is, it is the aue Matilda 
but what fortunate chance threw 
Wt in your way 129 


« This, my tear child—faid he 
my ſervant brought to me, and 
Had he found it in the wood, I im- 
mediately recogniſed it, and many 
à bitter pang has it coſt me; for 1 
apprehended that by ſome accident 


you 


n 


vou bad fallen into the handy of rob» 
bers, and was there murdered, 
This portrait continued he—was. 
given to a Mrs. Clark, to whoſe care 
we confided you while we made the 
tour of Europe Oh, my daughter ! 
my deareſt Matilda! thoſe lovely 
features call to my remembrance 
your dear mother's image. Here 
he renewed his embraces, which 
Matilda returned with * warmth 
and affection. | | 


She could ſcarce believe that he 
was her father; indeed her ſenſes had 
almoſt failed her; and the thoughts 
of being dragged nobody knew 
whither, had nearly drove her to 
diſtraction; this ſudden tranſition 

a from 


( 132 

from terror to joy, raiſed ſuch tumul- 
tuous emotions in her boſom, that her 
newly diſcovered parent was alarm- 
ed for her ſafety but, that all- pro- 
tecting power who is ever a friend to 
the virtuous, and always ready to fuc- 
eour them in time of need, ſupport- 
E her agitated ſpirits 3 and, when 
Jeaſt expected, wrought her deliver- 
ance; which brings to my recollecti- 
on the ſpeech of Andromache. | 


«Though 9 in "Y and exercie'd in care, 
 « Yet never let the noble mind deſpair; 
© When preſt by danger, and beſet with foes, 
«Phe Gods their: «timely ſuccour interpoſe, 
And when our virtue finks 0 eee 


with grief, To 


« « By unforeſeen expedients bring relief. 1 


Ve ſons and daughters of 1 
_ Riftion, read this, and if you are like 
Matilda 


6533) 


Matilda it will not fail to afford you 
comfort be virtuous - ſcorn vice 
and though envelopped in the garb of 
forrow, be confident that before it is 
too late, you will be reſcued from the 
impending ruin, and that happineſs. 
will be your ultimate reward. 


Matilda little imagined that ſhe: 

was the daughter of a nobleman, 
and, indeed, the change was ſo ſud+. 
den, that ſhe could ſcarce bring her- 
ſelf to believe it real—in all her af- 
flictions ſhe had ever evinced a firm 
reliance on the goodneſs of that Be- 
ing who rewardeth every one ac- 
eording to his works, and ſhe: at 
length perceived that what ſhe had 
dreaded as one of the greateſt mis - 
fortunes of her life, had eventually 
raiſed 


8 


( 234) 


raiſed her — —_— 
den. N 


; N Lord S.— was delighted at end- 
ing the daughter whom he had ſo 
long lamented, and whom he de- 
ſpaired of ever ſeeing more: but 
when in her he found a lady poſſeſſ- 
ing accompliſhments both of mind 

aud perſon that would do honour to. 
the rank ſhe was born to, his. Joy 
| _— — 


20 


ö His bordſhip- 8 FRE _ we RR 
before noticed as a lover, paying his 
addreſſes to Matilda, now became 
her brother; their meeting tho! ac- 
compamied with a flight degree of em- 
barrafiment om her part, was truly 
. atectionate ;. he caprefled bimſelf 
in the tendereſt terms, and aſſured 

her 


( 133 ) 


her that he conſidered it as the moſt 
fortunate circumſtance of his life in 
having found ſo amiable a lifter. 


| Meanwhile * vithein bs had 
cauſed Matilda ſueh terror and diſ- 
may, taking advantage of the general 
confuſion, had ſtolen unperceived a- 
way, like a guilty eoward, fearing that 
if he ſtaid he ſhould meet with that 
puniſhment he fo _ deſerved. 


Aſter they had alittle ecbveten from 
their ſurpriſe Matilda addreſſing het 
father ſaid: Mrs. Clark whom I was 
taught to believe was my mother, has 
long fince reſted in peace; butlet me 
hope that'T have not only recovered 
a father, but a mother alſo; oh, fir! 
let me haſten to throw vpn, at her 
feet and im plore her bleſſing.” 

Alas — 


( 196) 


© Alas!—faid Lord S,—tny heart 
bleeds to think of your diſappoint- 
ment no, my love! your dear mo- 
ther has departed this life long ſince, 
and is I hope, happy in another. 
She died ſoon after our arrival from 
the continent. 


wo + 
—_ 


ue. - 


* tA W my MY $M 
e he—if you think that 
your ſpirits are ſufficiently com- 
poſed to liſten to my narrative, I 
will make you acquainted with the 
on of hed * | 


©9009 40 . „„ 
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| Matilda 8 Fn and Grid 
+hat it would give her great pleaſure 
—as to her ſpirits, they would be 
ungrateful indeed to be depreſſed 
| after fo happy an occurrence, and 


- 


( 187.) 


ſhe. ſhould.be. extremely anxious. "till | 
he mee her with the reeital. my | 


86 3 muſt know * my Jar 
Matilda, that at a very early pe riod 5 
of my life, that ly, miſchievous. ur- | 
chin, Cupid, fingled me out as a 1 
mark; and took ſo ſure an aim that 
he pierced my heart through and. 
| through —In.; ſhort, F fell deſperately 

in love with your mother when 1 

was ſcarce . 


. 


1 


1 © She was the auler * a pri- 
vat 3 whoſe unbounded 
hoſpitality had put it out of his pow 
er to leave his daughter that fortune. 
he mee BYE: to expect. „ 
« This circumſtance. was 4 uff 
cient objection to my father, Who was 


'Vor. II. N notorious 
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notorious for his mercenary alid am- 
bitious views. He declared; that if 


I preſumed to form any conneQtion, 
whatever, without his previous con- 
ſent, that he v wor id immediately di- 


” iT} © 1. ap bp 
inherit mie. 50 en 0 
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= 10 as inn perious declaiation 
I refuſed” "to. pay obedience, and 1 
ſoon after was united to 5 mot 


ef 


amiable mother,” «k "ah 


FS 4 


466 About this. time. an uncle o 
mine died, of Whom T Was a very 
great favoutite,-and left f me 8 Hand- 


? 


ſore fortutic c, "which enabled me to 
live in affluence” ind happineſs with- 
out being under ithe'difagreeable ne- 
ceſſity of ſupplicating the aſſiſtance of 


n 
8 3 


1 


oy a obdyrate father.” Sea: 


* 2 — * « + — 4 of 
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{4 239) 


rt  Exaſperpted. to a degree at my 


P mortified that by 
the munificence of my uncle I was 


enabled to appear in the higher circles 


without. his affiſtance 3 his enmity | 


knew no bounds - he envied the hap- 
pineſs which I enjoyed with, the 


woman 41 loved, and was continually 


contriving : - means or Ahe td 
Rude us. 1 : * e 4] | 


7 — 


* We 5 bis aden for 
2 time, but his perſeverance at 
length rendered our lives very un- 
comfortable. I intended ſhortly to 


make the tour of Europe, and there- 
fore Mas determined to ſet i on 


aur travels without . 82 


2 246] (32 * E WTO Bas * 


%, Accordingly we. — 


our preparations, and in leſs than a 


42 NS. week 
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(240) 


_—_" Found ourlelves in the me- 
tropolis « of hehe © on our e 


—_— e e 8 


* Pries to our . 1 
had fngled out Mr. Clark, as a man 
whoſe principles: I locked upon as 
ſtrictiy honourable—to him I con- 


fided my infant Matilda, and: with 


her a large ſum of money . in caſe any 
accident ſhould befal us; as my fa- 
ther would rather have rejoice! in 
any misfortune that might have hap- 
pened to my offspring, than hab re- 
en We NN 910 un 


4 * 4 - 
£ 60 BP 1% ir $5745 ne OM 


0 *. 1 W ae ck 


choice of a-guardianfor your brother; 
he paid every attention to his ac- 


quirements, and 1 am happy to ſay, 
n 1 — ** 


Lc 


hi duoation” 5 5 Fu ng BI. 1035 7 


Dig en 100% 10 29 
2 «We 2 in Traly aha 
three years, when your mother found. 
herſelf in likely way to preſent 
me with another; ſon or daughter: 
we therefore as ſoon as poſſible re- 
turned to England, and happily ar- 
rived without your mother's experi- 
encing Im mconvenience in * 
aner. b. ae n wid Kot aſt 
nord ed od 0 92 
What were. our mother 8. Gab 
fringes, when no Mrs. Clark, nor 
no Matilda was to be found; every 
poſſible enquiry was made; adver 
tiſements were ſent to all the public 
; papers, With a handſome reward to 
any one who would give intelligence 
1:55 1901 1 dag 4D £36118 f 
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( 142) 


„eee we heap 
of our child; however, 1 ſtill cherifhs 
ed ſome hopes that from my pic- 
tue weh yeur dear muthet had faſ- 
tened round your neck, when we left 
you with Mrs, Clark, would forme 
time or other lead to a Aiſecvery: 
but all our endeavours,” and, alf our 
9 Frſtratodl® - 61 enge 
60 Your FOI Bad eresebepe 
ouſly betrayed his truſt, and ſled His 
country, leſt he ſhould be brought 
to account for the ſum of money 
which We had'through roo 
entrt mann 


+4 


＋ * 7 #4 


e er eur macher buffer- 
ings, when ſhe was obliged to aban- 
don we idea of tecovering her dear 

Matilda 


— —— 


( 143 ) 

Matilda: ihe” upbraided "herſelf ' 
thouſand: times for leaving her dear 
little girl behind her.“ eee 


She would ſometimes:exchant— 
. Wer poor child, my Matilda; 
is, perhaps, now ſtruggling with: po- 
eee ! whilft I am 
bleſt with fortune's: choiceſt favours; 
and have nowitſh remaining ungratifi- 
ed, except the ſocĩety of my deareſt 
daughter. Oh, tis too much Ibannot 
bear! it: the thought of leaving ber 
to the care of ſtrangers, ſtings my 
very Poul: Oh, „eruel, untiatural mo- 
ther ! how / coudſt thou' COPD 
helpleſs innocent — A * 
32} DIG919077 bete, on 
b ubs m0 e- hel 
up her head after the fatal day that 
we went to {ee chr little cherub, 
$461 Matilda, 


( 244) 
Matilda, and were ſo cruſlly: ace 


Guin Gabe her, nor her guar 
? 5 * of — 1 oy 
| us.“ FAX + S435 4%. 55 * Fs. * 
0 Seen 1121 % 4 Bb — OC 4 
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ks 


e Me bad been id) England atput 
two months, When my wife, my 
adored wife, was ſuddenly ſnatched 
from me in [giving birth to another 
ſon, Who, a few moments hefore bis 
mother, quitted this world, Where 
nought but trouble, cares, and woe 
perpetually ſurround us born at the 
expence ofla parent's life, he experi- 
enged but a fe moments of ſorrow 
in his tranſitory paſſage: Imagin⸗ 

might depict him as one diſpleaſed 
with a world into which he had ſo. 
tragical a reception, and therefore he 
deslined his: earthly exiſtence, and 
oo re mn PG 


41 5. 2411 


(395) 


his parent's arrival; anxious to in- 
form her kindred angels that the ob- 
ject of their admiration, who for ma- 
ny years.on-canth had imitated their 
celeſtial example, had juſt .cloſed 


her embaſſy on earth, and would 
ſpeedily arrive to claim her deſtined 
teat in heaven. The event being 
announced, the threnging cherubs 
ruled, to he celeſtial. portals, re- 
cal ved hervthþymns.of: jay, aug 
led her to her lovely offspring, who 


had early been ſnatched from fublu- 
NaFy: bares, and With, emotions>too 
divine fur humanity to deſeribe, ſurr 
their newly; arrived parent, 

d placed her with harmonious 
ſounds. in the manſions of everlaſting 
bliſe, where care hoanere could de- 
Mraz her buppinges Bot: 1 l n6MmQ 283 
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24 She 
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ie She was ruck with aſtäniſh. 
ment at the goodneſs of her God, 
Jud adored hien with a grateful heart, 
reco n nendingher offsprings « onearth 

| eQion of his e er 
Fee 1 1 $f 


— 8 4 | 
* - 


8 4 Oh /> Matilda—eontiaued he, 
taking her by the hand—what a 

happy moment would this have been 
for your ak, were the: now on 


98 1 . : * St | 
earth.” 12 2 F * 5 * 2 - 18411 G3 ww 1 4 
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0288; nsgewet alben ang 
ter, metkinks I ſee my much loved 
— wn Oni 
fect reſemblance.” 131 Pon I 
2 TY L19VS:; 20 24407: DEMS 63-444 204 
2 Ioſtead:of being angry 20 
| the man that ſtole mychild, I ſhould 
return him thanks; perhaps had it 
ode 28 not 


* 
S* v7 


( 


not been for him, 1 ſhould for ever 
have remained ns of the fate 
of Matilda.“ 


— * 
Sor a . 9 

wo * 

: ww — wy % 1 


A a . 


„What, in SIN deareſt child?” 
—ſaid he- perceiving the pearly. 
drops courſing each: other down her, 
Hoputeghs checks. 1 


. Oh, Sir—replied. ſhe—it muſt 
give me pain not to ſee or even re- 
member the parent who o much 
adored me; T muſt be ſtrangely 1 in- 
ſenſible to Hour of her . un- 
moned ] e, . nic 


E * 7. " — * 23 41 


n +4 * 


6, 1 353 the 1 of 
wha remark—replied his lordſhip— 
and honour your heart for its ſenſi- 
bility; but we ſhould not regret the 
loſs of thoſe who are dead, it is up- 

„„ 
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Braiding Goc with eruelty; ke is our 
beſt judge, ardiif we deſerve it, or. 
ders every thing for our good; bale 20 


Whbe fate depriwed Yu ef a 
mother, and me ofa” betoved wife, 
remember, ſhe left a World ef Wr. 
row and wickednefs, and went to 
one, unſpotted, and unblemiſhed and 
let us Fope that if we act as the did, 
we ffralf fome 5 * her in her 
herwenly abode.” _ 


Mere his lordſhip ag em- 
bracing Matilda, and left her to enjoy 
that reſt which the fatigue and ſur- 

| paſc; during this buſtling and evelit- 
füſ day, had rendered Rr! ne- 
N to her Kealth. 


=> 2 * p * 5 — * r 
* 14 W 41 
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f They edtitinhicd ſeveral days at the 
inn, when her father propoſed re 
turning home; and upon enquiring 
where be reſided, had the pleaſure 
to underſtand. that ſhe Was again go- 
ing to viſit her old abode," and Was 
happy to think that it was now in 
her power to reward Maty's 8 ne, 
Kindneſs to * 


The Ws was now fixed for their 
Fre, and juſt as they were 
ſtepping into the carriage Matilda 


received the following 8. letter from | 
Mt Cn OI Ont 


Magie VET 
0 With whit paths 1 recel 0 
« the letter you thought proper to 
% honor me With 1—It informs me 


Vo. II „„ 


(-159.). 


« chat you have found a parent, and 
<< haxe received that reward which | 
you have 10 highly merited. and | 
Lam firmly convinced that virtue 

« is never left.unprotefted, but that a 

* guardian angel hovers. over the 
« heads of the virtuous— Oh, had 1 
ever thought thus, I ſhould not | 
66 A been the wretch I . 


1 You e me to diſcloſe to 
"you what I know reſpecting your 
myſterions birth, which I will 

« py willingly do, and hope my 
* ſincerity will prove to 0” the 
« truth of my repentance.” 


4 lt is very true that Lord S—, 


= SIN 4 4; 725 Ir. 30 1 * you 


+ © 4 - * 
% 
# 
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« you can pardon' the ſorrows 
* ey has PING Lge to.” 70 


- 9 


95 Blame not my bor w wife, „de 
«© was wholly innocent, and our 
frequent quarrels were (chiefly 
* cauſed by her teazing me to re- 
„turn vou to your parents; but 
that T could not do without | re- 
21 ſtoring to them the ſum of money 
"667 they Teft with: me as your rtion, 
„ ſhould any accident happen to 
them in their travels. — The glit- 
<« tering temptation overcame my 
* honeſty; I conſidered it as my 
% own, andufedit accordi ngly,which 
„put it out of my power to ſee your 
father; and I threatened my wife 
« with inſtant death ſhould the” di- 
c6- N oy ſeeret. 1977S - 3&7 


” a” : 
4 * * 4 - - 


0: 2 I changed 


(C:158)) 


J changed my abode, and. took 

& « the houſe, we lived in when. you 
left us; you know it was conceal- 
ed by the ſurrounding wood, there 
« we * 10 in . the n _ 
1 CE A 
| « « 1 ſhould ; na ET you to 
« © Jour. friends, but that I could not 
1 do it without accounting for the 
Co money, that had been left in my 
hands, which, my betraying the 
* truſt repoſedi in me by your noble 
& ker, ne dee it 
Tia 1 Dota! 

E 4 * ſp were a en failing 8 
on * hen delivered to our care my 
* t poor wife adored Jou, and conſt- 
* dered you as her own child, and 
was ever endeavouring to per- 
* ſuade me to reveal to you the 

1 20 1 66 claim 


— 
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* claim you had to a far ſaperior 
< rank than ours; but in vain, I 
«« was obſtinate, and always charged 
vs her to be filent. e 


* * ate Patios going 8 
* my. houſe, nor, to my ſhade? the 
cauſe that induced you to it: per- 
66; mit me to ones: the: i us 


__ * 24 
— * 


of «1 left dom ater 8 wirke 


* edly ſettled the terms of your 


4 projected ruin, and went a hunt - 
ing with a villain, like myſelf, 
ho is ſince gone abroad can- 
** not dwell long on this ſubject it 
* calls my crimes back to my re- 
% membrance, and oder calls 
a loud * ne 


25 - 


B49. « Yet, 


I 2 Vet, ſure, did you but know 
10 I now ſuffer, Lam prompt 

” 7 to ſay you. would forgive me; 
 * excuſe my preſumption, but. I 


* have e for all * crimes,” 
CaOLt 20462 
rte my retuming to that 
ow home from which you had fled, 
to preſerve your virtue from vio- 
<« lation, I found myſelf reduced 
4c to beggary; the houſe had been 
5 robbed, and I was ſtripped of all 
the wealth, that of right belong 
ed to you—all was gone, and my 
% ambitious views were changed to 
no Lpoulpect. of poverty and > 
E ee 2 Ferre BE 61; ; 


Fs 


Lg 2 8 1 & 
31 Ar 


4 J never ld ee by 
whom, or how the robbery was 


4c 4-1 eee | 
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* perpetrated'u until. your letter in- 
6. Lorne me.“ 


| «] moſt earneſtly crave your for- 
* viveneſs of the injuries you have 
<« ſuffered through me; and ardent- 
ly hope that another tear will 
never fall from the injured Matil- 
© da; but that the paternal affec- 
« tions of a noble father, and the 
* fraternal kindneſs of a brother 
will make her ever happy“ 


« By the time you will receive 
«this, I ſhall be far out of the reach 
of thoſe puniſhments the la and 
«6 your father have a right to inflict 

* on the Nang though penitent, 
Hotte Clarke? 


11 N This 


( 156 } 


This letter coſt Matilda a few 
tears ;—her ſuſceptible heart till 
felt the emotions of her childhood, 
when ſhe looked upon Mr. Clarke as 
her father, and the ſecretly regretted 
his wretched ſituation ; but the pre- 
ſence of a parent who had ſuffered 
ſo much iu regrettiug her loſs, ſoon 
cheered up her drooping ſpirits; and 
all her tender ſolicitudes were now 
turned to his e and her bro- 
ther. x: 


Juſt as tie had finiſhed ſt 
ab letter a ſervant came to announce 
that his lordſhip was deſirous, of re- 
turning home as ſoon as poſhble, and 
taking a grateful farewell of Mrs. 
Michell, obeyed the fummons. 


Matilda 


Matilda was handed into the car- 
riage by her father, They proceed- 
ed by eaſy ſtages, nevertheleſs Ma- 
tilda found herſelf much fatigued 
with her journey, but a few days 
quite recovered her, and ſhe was ex- 
tremely delighted with her new reſi- 


dence —the houſe and pleaſure. 
grounds which ſurrounded- it were 


very ſimilar to Lady Harvey's. 


It was rather an unpleaſant cir- 


cumſtance to be ſituated ſo near the 
{ons of her ladyſhip, as the ſight of 
them, would always remind her of 
her former troubles; but in a ſhort 
time theſe diſagreeable ſenſations 
gradually diſappeared, 


ka: & 


CHAP. 


* 
Fa —— * f * 4 1 2 ? I 5 $ 3 
. 
* 5 - 
2 pt & as 4 * | ' : 4 
' N * * £& WE 7 {4 * * 
. = 
wy : i * 7 2 * 
bh 1 E F d 
#* ** : + wt 
* W 
221 
I. b yy 4 
* 
1 


eu, off} CHAP. 24} 


er W 12. 4 J 


— ; 4 
a . oY o 
5 7 
4 x % ? * * *. : 6 2 5 . F 
2 & £ > | . $ : * * 
4 . 
a , * 2 ; * * 
* - 5 Sy 8 . . * J 
a 2 2 — — — —— — 1 * 
\ 
* 
4 * 
* 


: | 1 | 
\ 2-3 © Wo 4 I. KNV . 


HE now y turned her thoughts or on 
Mary, and took the firſt oppor- 
tunity of acquainting her with the 
termination of her misfortunes, and 


her preſent ſituation. 


0590 


She found Mary was much altered 
he appeared dejected and pale. and 
the traces of ſorrow were viſible 
on her : countenance; Mr. Homes 
looked very low ſpirited, but ad- 
dreſſed Matilda 1 in her uſual * | 


manner, 


She expreſſed her farpriſ at * 
ing ſo great an alteration in her, 
wondered at her having ſo ſine a 
coach, and finally begged to know 


what became of her when * left 
their houſe. 


Matilda fatisfied her enquiries, 
and deſired to have a private con- 
verſation with Mary. When they 


were alone, Mary aſked after Mr. 
Edward, * FA 


Matilda 


(6&9: 
Matilda informed derer bis cruelty, 
baſeneſs and perfidy, and related the 
whole ſtory; when Mary burſt into 
tears, and ſighed and ſobbed 
though her heart was — . 
„Oh, then my dear Miſs n 


ſhe—we may 80 hand in hand in 
ſorrow.” 


7 -e Matilda, ſmiling 
I have now no cauſe for Wörter 
Thanks to heaven, the very plot 
that was in practice for my ruin has 
proved the moſt fortunate incident 
of my life !—but ſhould any thing 
of that nature diſturb your peace, 
let me perſuade you to drive it from 
you” gave. rt in time.” | 


Ah, Mik . Mary—I1 cans 
7 not t Mt ſuch reſolution; it would be 
| W 


ib) 


Kappy for me if I could; but ſure 
ſuch cruelty as I have met with 
will not go unrewarded.“ 


“ You may remember continu- 
ed ſhe - the evening when you left 
Mrs. Lake's my negiec in not calling 
upon you, it was owing to a ſurpriſe 
meet with from Mr. Jaſon, Juſt as 
I was coming to oe 


He came to our houſe, equipped 


for a journey, and told us that he 

was going to London immediately; 

for his father had ſent for him on 
bulineſs of importance, 


| My mother told him that the 
hoped his ſtay in London would 


not be long, and that we ſhould 
Vol 11, P 1 
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foon ſee him again; he ſaid he did 
not think that he ſhould return any 
more, and then bidding me a cold 
adieu, he left me to bemoan my 
unhappy fate. Fr =: 
Matilda could not help pitying 
her, as the girl was in ſome mea- 
ſure to be excuſed; for it was more 
her mother's folly than her own, 
as ſhe was always encouraging her 
to believe the fine promiſes that 
Mr. Jaſon was in the habit of mak 
ing her. 


1 ane Mary Ithought 
it ſtrange that you never acquainted 
Mr. Edward with the place of 
your reſidence, I often enquired if 
he had received any Intelligence of 


you, 
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vou, but he always ſhook his head, 
aud ſaid he could obtain no tidings 
oft you. Sukey, Mrs. Lake's maid, 
often ſaid that ſhe was ſure he know 
more. of you than he would own, 
which has frequently made me very 
unhappy. | 


« Well— replied Matilda — my 


good girl! I have it now in my 


power to repay you for all your kind- 

neſs to me; and. which T can 
aſſure you is a pleafurs I never ex- 
Ro to enjoy. 


She then told her whoſe daughter 
ſhe was, and by what accident ſhe 
came to be fo happy as to diſcover 
her father; “ as to the man claiming 
me for his wife, I am ſince con- 


22 vinced 
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vineed that it was a ſcheme of Fd 
ward's, to get me into his power.” 
She then begged Mary to prepare to 

leave her mother, as ſhe wiſhed her 
to return home with her and par. 
take of the happineſs ſhe now en- 
joyed; this propoſition did not re- 
quire much conſideration. Her mo- 
- ther readily gave her conſent, and 
Mary was foon ready to return with 
Matilda, who, when the was taking 
leave of Mrs. Homes, told her that 
ſhe ſhould never want a friend, and 
deſired her to apply to her, when- 
ever ſhe ſhould have occaſion for 
Yong affiftance. e! 


Matilda, and her young friend 2 re- 
n home, and upon his lord- 
ſhip's: hearing the important ſervices 
that Mary had * his daughter, 


and 


F 


£165 ) 


and that her mother? s condition was 
not very eligible, he deſired that 
the might inſtantly be 1 
into his family. | | i JE 


The happy life Matilda and Mary 
led together caufed her foon to for- 
get the neglect and ill-treatment 
of Mr. Jaſon, and her natural vi- 
vacity and A Kr humour ſoon re- 
turned. eee, 


Oe ciedunaltiice made Edward 
appear more diſguſting to her than ' 
ever; which was, that as moſt of 
the young gentlemen of that coun- 
ty viſited Matilda's brother, and 
amongſt them Edward had the pre- 
ſumption to make his appearance. 


He 


( 266) 


He exprefled his ſurpriſe at ſee» 
ing her ſituation ſo much altered; 
and. faid how happy he was to ſee 
ſo virtuous a lady rewarded. 


- - He then-pretended' that his- affairs 
were now ſettled, and that he ſhould. 
be happy to lay himſelf and his 
fortune at her feet. 


| 6c N O Lad Matilda—if I was 
not worthy to become your wife 
when. forlora and friendleſs, I now 


| have no oceaſion for ſuch an honour; 


now, I am blefled. with both fortune 
and Hriends. Fe 


, Should you renew this ſubject, 
Sir, I will moſt certainly expoſe 
your cruelty and deceit; but if you 

will 


5 


© 97) 

Will remain filent on the ſubject, I 
fhall eſteem you as the friend of 2 
brother.. 


Here end the ſorrows of virtue. 
One who, unprotected, plunged her- 
ſelf into miſery and wretchedneſs, 


to avoid treading in the Path of diſ- 
' honour. 


She lived happy, and in pleaſing 
tranquility under the protection of 
a kind and tender father, whoſe good- 
neſs encreaſed her filial affection, in- 
ſomuch, that ſhe could never bear 
the thoughts of being ſeparated from 
him; thus free from the cares of 
being a wife, and the perplexities 
of a family, did this virtuous girl 
ever remain: diſpenſing the gifts of 


fortune 


